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(1) 
OP IDOL A TRY. 


among ancient writers, thoſe eſpecially of the Scripture. 


and «4:25 but thrice, ; 


Three words there are to which it is moſt ordinarily applied, 1. Yy9y a 
thing that hath no being, (co which Saint Paul referres w hen he faith az 


Idel :s nothing )or if you pleaſe a no God, Hy Hyg that hath ro Div:xity, 


7 Sthe Judgements of other men have perſwaded meto think 
it pertinent and fealonabte ro adde this one unto foure 
former diſquiſitions , with which it holds ſome analogie 
and cognation ; So the nature of the enquiry hath prom- 
pred and directed me to take riſe ( as thoſe former have 

= done) from the examination of the word, and that by ob- 
ſerving the o7:gination firft , and then ( riticall peculiar importance of ir 


To that end the werd "E:/azr , [del , of which it is compounded , muſt 
firſt be viewed, And of that there is no queſtion, bue that in the literall no- 
tation of it, it ſignifies an ſmage or repreſentation of any kind, and accord- 
ingly in the Od Teſtament is (er co expreſle both py an image, or ſmili- 
tude, any kind of figure in generall ; and Hg 4 carved or graven image in 
ſpecie, a (tatue of wood or fone, any kind of Sexlptaure ; Though the truth 
is, 6/92.:y is not the moſt ordinary rendring of either of theſe, but 644» ima- 
go of the former , and «0x0, but twice » and yauir ſenlprile of the latter, 


no power to help the Client or Worſhiper; parallel co that paſſage, Det. 


12, they have provoked me yy, Hg With that which is no God, 


Secondly , gyGx Gods » the many falſe Gods of the heathens, by the 
Greek ſeven times rendred az /dols, unleſle perhaps it may be conjeRu- 
ied, that they which fo rendred it in thoſe places , miſtook , or miſread 
erg Gods (which in other places they conſtantly render 2:24, atleaſt ewo 
bundred times) for pyy4oyy nothings, vanities, which is very near in wri- 
ting and ſound unto it , an« ſuch miſtakes are no great news in thoſe 


tran{latours, 


Thirdly, $993 Pollution, filth by which any man is contaminated ; This 
is rendred ſometimes 2/4vy,.u abomination , but more frequently ©l9a4y 


(1dol) then any thing elſe, which certainly referres not onely to the pollye 
tien of the Soul by the commiſſon of chat fnne (for by every other finne 
ſome ſuch pollution is contracted ) nor onely to that other notion of ſpiri- 


taall fornication, but principally to the abominable finnes of #ncleanneſſe, 
and fi/thineſſe , which thoſe /dol worſhips were ordinarily guilty of , and 
from thenge received a great aggravation and heightning of their guilt, and 


2 


puniſh- 


$ 3- 


z Cor, $.4. 
1 Cor.10 15» 
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(2) 
puniſhment. And to the ſame purpoſe the word SW abomination, or filthi. 
neſſe, (and ſo molt commonly rendred {ivy us, and wams) is ſometimg 
«ono Idol allo, 

Ocher words there are , that ſometimes (but more rarely) are thus ren» 
dred allo, as 1 99 (trom whence the Greek 2 vat) hizh places, the Altar 
cr Temples of their falte Gods peculiacly, (as may appear 1 face, 1,64, 
where £4; the Heathen Altar was by Antioch fer upon the %25iew 
or Altar of the Jews) and theſe would be more properly rendred #/u269, 
[do! Temples, or altars, then 62.2 [aols, and therefore perhaps in that one 
place Ezeb._ 16. 16. where it is rendred &/442 , it may be a fal'e print, for 
i116, I am ſure our Engliſh moſt properly renders it high places , and 
thole are called £444 not onely by the authour of thar book 1 Mace, 1, 
50. but by Saint Pan! himſelf, 1 Cor. 8. 1. ſpeaking of him that eaterch v 
1110.4 18 4a T emple-or other place where thoſe falſe Deities were wor. 
ſhiped. 

Secondly, y5x vanitie , from whence it is that the Gentile-Idol wor- 
ſhivers under the title of | !y735 4y5pwm] all men , the generalitie of man» 
kind (or all the world bur the Jews) are {aid co be 224 uernuci, Wiſd, x 4.1, 
vain or Idolatrous by Natere , that is, either by birth born in that Idol 
trous age among thoſe Heathens; or elle by /ong, popular.nationall, acume. 
nicall cutome, which is, faith Galen , emunTt eva; an acquired ature; 
Thns hath $445 interpreted the word 2/75 nature , that it 1s ſometimes 
caviar. i mms Trilke. & chronicall evil cuſtome , and inſtances in that 
place where Saint Pax tells the Epheſians chap, 2. 3. that they had been by 
nature the children of wrath, (as Ji Gyii children of wrath, ſignifies pecu- 
liarly Gentiles, fo ) the prexe if not one/y incent of that adjunct cy is (as 
many circumſtances in the context will convince) that they were ſuch Ido- 
latrous Gentiles, either 2/0w by birth, (born ſuch Gentile worſhipers, «4 
% 224744 45 the reft alſo of the Heathen world was) or elle 2/7w, by cuſtome, 
by long popular habit of education, or (which will unite both thole lenſes, 
and more tally expreſſe the word 2/15 from 2/) by a long babrt deduced 
from their very firlt being or birth , and fo continuing till the time of theit 
converſion; cuſtomary 1dolaters,walking va! Tiy aiove Ts 167u% TiTs,ACCONd- 
ing ts the age or vicious cuſtome of rhe Heathen World, ver, 2, and the 
practices of the Ui 4mu24icy, infidels or nnbelievers, And lo will the word 
be beſt rendred , when the ſame Apoſtle expoltulates with the Corinthians, 
1 (or.11, and demands whether 2/75; (we render #atyre) did not tell chem, 
that ic was a ſhame for a man v242y , which we render to wear long hair, but 
I conceive, would more properly ( according to the uſe of the word in the 
Greek authours) be tranſlated to /et the hair grow at length, It either of the 
Interpre- 


(3) 
Interpretations be accepted , then ſure 3/25 iyuſt onely fignifie the cu/fome 
and faſhion of the place, or of the generality of men , or elſe birth , as that 
containetch in it the diſtinRion of texes, or in the mix: ſenſe , an univyerſall 
; ret» || continued cvuſtome from their birth till rhen ; and not »atere in the ordina- 
\lrars | ry acception , or as ic ſignifies the /aw of nature written in our hearts, For 
then not onely Abſaloms hair muſt be ag1inſt nature, (which yet the Scri- 
News re charges not with that crime ) but even the vow and practiſe of Sam. 
264, | ſo and the Nazerites, had been an wmaturael finne, A later Critick 
tone & would have vo:44y be raken for braiding of hair, or making a dre//ing of it 
t, for I (which I confeiſe the eApoftles argument in that place, and the mention of 
and Þ| 5f:azzy , a covering , would perſwade) but then Rill 2/2; muſt Fgnifie 
c 1. || (though nor onely a /ocat, yer) an wuiverſall cuſtome, ſuch as hath de- 
th Þ figned and fitted di/finttion of attires to diſt intion of ſexes, which it would 
wore. f be hard to impure to the diate of natyre in every mans heart , ſo thatthac 
ſhould be chought ro define what attire is nacurall ro a 24», what to a we- 
Wor Þ nan, but is an ac cicher of /ocall euſtome, ovuilie, ( which in this matter the 
nat- F role appeals to, verl. 16, againſt all diſputers ) or elle of mniverſall cu- 
3-1. ff fome of all nations, which he ſeems to plead in this place, Bnt I conceive 
ola» I it without example in Auchours ſacred, or heathen, that 4» ſhould figni- 
me. || fiea dreſſing, (whatſoever 12;:1v and other words of ſome affinity may be 
'wre; | thought ro do.) The notion which at firſt I gave you will fatishe all pre- 
imes F tenſions both of the Grammarian and the Textuary, that ir figniite ro /et the 
that Þ hair grow at length without cntting or poling it, that will fatisfie the Cri- 
n by Þ tick, for that is »:-': conan promittere, and todo fo, there can belittle rea- 
ecu- Þ fon aſſigned, unlefle ic be in order to braiding it, or making a covering of 
 (% Þ it, on occaſion of which it is that the Apoſtle here faith, thac it is an honour- 
[Jo.- able or decent thing for 4 woman to do fo, verl, 1 5. {and the contrary for a 
ws y man) and met to do ſo is all ene for her, as ts be (horn or ſhaven, verſe 5, and 
me, || 6.and fo that ſatisfies the Textuary alto, 
alc } Bur this by the way , from this acception of the word 5am 24ity , for 
uced idols, it is that Rom. 1. 21. Saint Pax! faith of the beathen , that $uunrw 34m 
heit Þ ay they became vain, that is, fell to thoſe impious :ds/-w or/Hips, 
Thirdly , 99 Lords or busband's (or as we retain the Hebrew word 
che & in Engliſh, Baalim) 2 Chron, 17. 3. Jer.9.15- is rendced in the Greet again 
ord & $2412, idels, and (o clearly fgnifies thoſe other heathen deitzes raken into 
ns Fa rivalry with the God of heaven, 
em» Y Fourthly , g3314p1; we render it the Swn-images in the margin, E/, x5, 
but 8. but whoſoever conſiders the place , and Exzek, 6, 4. will acknowledge 


the that it Fgnifies (nor the 19ages, bur) the places of worſhip of awwH that is, 
"the Þ the Sun, called by the Greeks 7vgeia & mvco24iaythe places where the ſacred 
Pre- A3 fires 


$ 8. 
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(4) 
fires were made in honour to the S#nre, and the word is therefore by the 
Targum rendted, Iſai. 17.8, gipzpgn deſubra, temples , (a deſcription of 
which is given us by Benjamrm in his {tiverary, and by ſome of the Rab. 
bins , afficmed to have been firſt of a religious inſtitution to God in thank(. 
giving for that glorious creature) thele I lay are once rendred cx, idoly, 
1ſi, 27. 9. bur in other places 7rutn, reweples, &c. 

Fifthly, the word 9 (farre enough naturally from any ſuch fhgnitica- 


tion) is rendred Ezek, 36,18, &/waz , idols, and our Engliſh trom thence ' 


have continued that rendring [ exr idols] where yer I conceive the Hebrey 
ſhould be tranſlated [their actions or inventions] (the word properly deno- 
ting any good or evil work or exterprize } and the Greek rendring may pol 
fibly have been a »i/7ake of the Hebrew Hy for $93 (from which before 
we had $993 for idols) and then it will be the lame in our Engliſh alſo. 

Sixthly, the word, yy that ſignifies any cauſe of grief,of toyl, of fright. 
full paſsion, is often rendred &40a2y, noting again their heathen Gods, which 
uſed their clients exceeding ill, the dziuorts, demons , the fear and dread of 
whom produced the Greek word which we render Superſtition , And near 
of kin unto that, is a {erenth yay which once is rendred &/42y allo, and 
from the origination of the word 1s jultly rendred [horroprs] in our Mare 
gin, 2 Chron, 15, 16. 

Once more the word gy19%4h Teraphim, thoſe which Rache/ Role from 
Labay, are rendred &az, idols, allo, and ſeem to haye been ſome images 
(7mm $461, ith Joſephus, images of bis Gods) but as others gueſte, image! 
ſet to a certain poſition of the Starres , With the figures of the p/aners upon 
them according to the cuſtome of the Syrians then, by which they were 
wont to divine; not any thing like the Cup , whereby ſay the Egyptians of 
Joſeph, he divineth, for that I conceive was but a drinking cup, wherein he 
uſed to drink in thoſe ſacrifices by which he prepared to receive preſage! 
from God , (and therefore I ſhould render thoſe words Ger, 44. 5. [with 
which he recerveth preſages| but Aſtrological inſtruments , with pictures 
of Starres upon them, which ſome conceive to have been ſo made, that they 
were able to ſpeak ſometimes, and then they will differ but little fromthe 
$un-idols even now mentioned, for thoſe they ſay , by the operation of the 
fire, became vocal, 

This fo particular wearilome trouble have I given the Reader at the en» 
trance, to give him occaſion of obſerving that the word &way , idol, 
though it ſignifie an image, or ſculpture, or repreſentation ſometimes, yetit 
hgnifies ſomewhat elſe beſides that , particularly theſe rwo things, 1. the 
Heathen Gods under the notion of falſe (together with the Temples whett 
in.they were worſhiped) 2, The ſame again, and their worſhips under the 
notions 


(s) 

notions of filthy, unclean, and abeminable, Which two notions of the word 
(that we may proceed a ſtep further) we ſhall now look on , as they were 
in order to worſhip, and that will open co us ſome entrance to a view of 
idolatry, or the worſhip of idols what it is, 

For the former, the worjhiping of falſe Gods, and images , I ſhall give 
you a brief narration of ir our of the ſobereſt of the Jewiſh writers » Aſai- 
wonides 1. 1. de Idololatria. 

The firſt riſe of Idolatry 1s;faith he, to be referred to the dayes of Enoſh, 
when men (taking notice how God had created the Starres and Sphears for 
the government of the world , and by placing thews in ſo eminent a ſtate 
ſeemed to mak them partakers of his honour , and uſed them as his Mini. 
fterr and Officers) reſolved it their any to land, and extoll , and honour 
them, and taught others that thu was the will of God , that we ſhould ma- 
qufie and worſhip thoſe whom he had preferred and dignified ( as a King 
would have his Minifters honoured) and that that is the honouring of 
God, Upon this foundation faith he , they began to build Temples to the 
Starres, to ſacrifice to them, bow themſelves before them, that by ſo doing 
they might ebtain 9 ods favour, and this was the ground of Idolatry, not 
that they thought there was no God but the Starres, but that they thought 
this worſhip performed to them to be the will of God, In proceſſe of time 
falſe Prophets aroſe, pretending meſſages from God , and direft ions for the 
worſhiping of ſuch or ſuch a Starre, nay for the ſacrificing to all the hoſt of 
them, building them Temples, making piftures of them that might be ado» 
rd by women, children, and all others ; and to that purpoſe they invented 
certain figures, affirming them to be revealed to them by propheſie, to be the 
images of ſuch Starres. Therenpon men began to make images in Temples, 
under trees, on the top of hills, and all men to meet and worſhip them, reſol- 
ting aud proclaiming that from thoſe images all goed and evil did proceed, 
and therefore in all reaſon they were to be feared and worſhiped; the Prieft's 
promiſing all ircreaſe and proſperity as the reward of this worſhip, and pre- 
[eribing of rules for the performance of it, After theſe , other impoſtours 
ſe, that affirmed ſuch a Starre, or Sphear, or Angel , to have ſpoken to 
them, and preſcribed their way and manner of worſhip; in ſumme , it was 
{enerally ſpread over the worlds that images were to be worſhiped, each by 4 
feculiar manner of ſacrifice, aud adoration, and the name of God was quite 
hft out of the mor1th ard minds of all men ; ſo farre as net to be acknow- 
ldgea by them, but all ſorts of people worſhiped nothing but images of wood 
nd ſtove, built temples on purpoſe for them , adored and ſware by their 
We, and even the Priefts and wiſe men among them thought that there 


"4 no other God byt theſe ſtarres , &c, for whoſe ſakes theſe images were 
made. 
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(6) 

male» As for the great God of this world no mortall knew him, ſave ay. 
{y Henoch, Methutalah, Noah, Sem and Heber , and ſo it contiuned til! 
Abraham was born,the pillar of the world, Thus much Aaimen, and much 
n:ore by way of Rory and obſervation. And what is thus by him obſeryed 
of the beathens, is by others deduced as clearly for the ido/izing of Kings 
and great perſons , «wm ymig dfier Suvualouu , men admired by thein 
flatterers ſaich Chryſoftome + which beſides the teſtimony of Wiſd, 14: 17, 
and 4riſtorle Met, 1, (where he ſhews how admiration of great men and 
ben:faftours hath been the great principle of ido/atry or men-worſhip ) is 
every where obſeryable in the Rory of the Romane Ceſars , no man dying 
without an S2$29:;, or being made a God ; and then conſtantly the letting 
up of their Ratues in their Temples, following as an actendant of ir, 

Many Srages you ſee in this accurſed progretle of ide/-wor/7ip, before they 
came to 7mages, and tha: laſt fo prodigious a pitch, ſuch a diſhonouring of 
the deity, chat the P/almij? could not fay any thing more reprochfull of the 
makers of them, and truFers in them, then that they were (77+: , like or 
equall to their Coas, 

To this purpoſe there are three notable paſlages which I ſhall but men. 
tion, and leave to be yiewd ar large ; the one ſai, 44. 13. tothe twentieth 
verſe; and the other, 7iſd, r3, 11, and fo to the end of that Chapter; the 
third, in the Epiſ#/e of Jeremy, ſhewing the ridiculous progreſſe of a knort 
picce of weed into a ſolemne deity, and the irrationall ſenſeleſſeneſle of that 
worlhip, even in tle judgement of Heathens themſelves , witneſſe Heyacli. 
tits, Outtt, ws t Ti Hs di uis MELOvEeT UTR TRUDSONY ON RESFIOVTES 25 SYGTE Tits aL to 
45, praying to 1naniimace things is ike talking to houſes; And yer this mad- 
neſſe the conRant dilea!e of choſe that had ſer up any other deitie but that of 
the onely true God of heaven, that ever adered any creature, mp Ty nniny» 
Tm, Rem, 1. (not onely more , as we renderit, but) beſides or except the 
Creatour ; There bcing no ſtay for thee (that became thus yain ro worſhip 
any thing but God) no ſtop in their r2wbling ( as Maimon, phraſes it) to 
that deep gulf of impietie , the worſhip of the moſt inanimate mean crea- 
tures in the world. 

The truth is, Jſavimu T pri gives a more favourable ingenious ac- 
connt of chis matter, 22, I, That as letters were invented for the expreſ- 
ſing of words, (that ſs by the help of writing, the weakneſſe of mens memt- 
ries might be repaired ) ſo the images of the Gods were provided to hel 
the infirmities of men , 1% which they may lay up the names of their Gods, 
x, r's qnuds 9%, and the famous things that are worth remembring of 
them, and in brief to he/p them to celebrate their Gods as they ought, as ſo 
many emnreiar u, jaeruict vis avdiurnny, help and manudutt ions for any 

YAN. 


(7) ; 


brance, and oVubore ths rI91 Twic, ones and tokent of their honowring 
them, Trophees as it were of their Noble atts to perpetuate the memory of 
them. So that alchough, as he acknowledees , God be inviſible to eyer, yet 
in reſpeft of our infirmity, and againof the nature of Lovers to love, to 
behold their pittures whom they love, it will xot be amiſſe to uſe any thing 
that may thus bring us in mind of God,and all this with a caution, that mo 
thing be terminated in the pittyre, but the love,and remembrance,and eve- 
ry thing beſtowed pon God onely, This is a piece of Heathen divinity very 
hand omly managed, being indeed no prerence of plea for the worſhiping of 
Jmaces, but onely the uling rhem as helps to perform our duty to God ; 
Bur it 15 No news to {ee the actions of the many, and the writings of the few 
very unlike one the other. (it being very eafie ro wr/te virtuouſly, and hard 
tolive ſo.) And certainly the Heathen prattice was quite another thing 
then this P/atonick, ſpeculation; and fo much of the firſt and ſecord notion 
of an /ao/, 
Now for the other notion of an /del, as it ſignifies fi/thy or abominable, $ 18. 
it will be worth obſerving, what the Anthoy of the book of Viſdome faith 
of it #1 4niver ſum, Wiſd, 14. where after an enumeration of many other 
wickedneſles in their 7844/4 & wvorecs, yerf, 23, intheir inhumane ſacrifices , $ 19: 
and myſterres,he concludes with (4 4TM405 es aMnayn, 3& wy Cf Tafiz, (4017644 Eli. 3ſt. 
y «7612 pollution, inverſion of nature , diſorder of mariage, adultery, =: —_ 
and ſhameleſſe uncleanneſſe, verl. 26. and at length concludes that the wor- neren ode 
ſhip of the nameleſſe Idols, or thoſe not to be named, is the beginning, and ——_ 


: _ * Theop. ad 
earſe,and end of evil ; all the yillanies in the world the defigne and ſpeci. Aol. Ti 
= A . 1481s 
all parts of thoſe worſhivs, —_ 
To that purpole that I may not lead my reader into the Heathen ſtories, *:2754. * 
E'/ch.Prey. 


or the relations made by the Fathers in thoſe trafts which they wrote a- Þ.. c,riv. 
gainſt the Gentiles, (that excellent * ſer of bookes, which may ſerye any (= | 
{tudent for the /Fhmns, or Wer, or paſſage between the ftudy of hu- Tow 4. 
mane and divine learning ) I ſhall onely point ro ſome paſſages in the ſa- $27, 2*=nt- 
cred writ that look this way. 1. Kings 14.24. after the mention of the [dels Artic. - 
and groves follows that there were Sodomites inthe Land, doing according DO 
to the abominations of the Heathen, which the Lord had caſt out before vit- Di, 

| k . . , Firnicus. 
the children of iſrael , which gives you moreover a view of the particula- 
rity of the finne of the Amorites and other Nations, which provoked God 
to thar fatall /anghter, and eradication of them , which is more fully er 
down, :Levit, 18. 24, 25, 27 28. and an expreſſe threat added from Hea- 
yen, verſ. 29, that whoſoever ſhall commit any of theſe abominations ſhall 
be cut off from among their people. 
And perhaps it will not be unworthy a c__ here to mark, that at $ 2: 


the 
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the routing out of thoſe Nations, and the planting in of the Fews in their 
ftead, by way of ( ovenant, the condition of that Covenant bring that they 
ſhould fear che Lord, and not walk, in the wayes of thoſe Nations ) the 
figne or ſeal of that Covenant wis defigned co be ſuch as had a particular 
reterence to thete finnes of che flzth, and d:nated the ampn' ation of the 
X4 vil 1444 4 uperfluity of n44ghtineſſe, wiich had brzen practiſed among 
thoſe Gentrles, and which would infallibly bring as certain exc:/fon upon 
them, (if they reformed ic not) as was threarned by God toevery male 
Iſraelite that ſhould continue #ncrrcumerſed, To the ſame purpoſe were 
ail choſe /aws and wr:tes concerning /ega! pollutionr, to bring them to the 
oreateſt alienation of mind, an deteſtation of this piece of Heatheniſme; 
Yea and one main part of the premiſe of God upon their obedi-nce, viz, 
the multiplying of therr ſeed (which was ſo remarkable in that Natron, 
that Joſephus mentions 75%107unnxi, as the craft as it were, and ſpeciall pe« 
culiar excellency of that people) was a molt naturall proper effe<t of the 4b. 
ſtaining from thoſe finnes, and it is as clear that in our Chriftian Sacra. 
ment of Initiation, the amen; p/-74 oupuos. the waſhing away the ſordes of 
the fleſh, had a propriety alfo to that, ({ which is accordingly mentioned in 
the vow of baprtiſme , the forſaking of all the ſinfull leſts thereof, ) but 
this by the way, 
So again, chap. 15- 12. the /dols andthe Sodomites are mentioned to- 
gether , avd 2. Kings 23.7, the houſes of the Sodomites are caſt down 
where there is alſo mention of the groves for thoſe dark purpoſes, by which 
under that name of MMWR 4ffarta ſeems to be deſigned, So when the Ba- 
bylomans made Succoth Benoth, what is meant thereby but the Tents of 
Venus, in which all the Firgins were ſolemnly proftitured rothe honour of 
that falſe deity Verus,'inder che title of CMylirta ? and fo the proftitution 
of their daughters for the honour of their gods, which is mentioned not one- 
ly by Hered. /. 1. and Strabo 1, 16, but in the Epiltle of Jeremy verl, 93. 
where the cords mentioned are undoubtedly the fignes of their vows { and 
obligation from thence ) to pay that facrifice before they went, So /ſa. 57.5, 
Infi :ming, or you that inflame your ſelves with Idols under every green 
tree] noting that proſticution of men and women in the Groves about their 
Idol-temples, in honour of their falſe gods, And to inſtance in no more, 
it ſeems not improbable upon theſe grounds that the frequent expreſſions of 
the Idolatrous practiſes of the Jews by fornication, whoring and the like, 
may be ſomewhat more then a zrope or figure of Rhetorich, having thus 
much of Reality in it allo : Ir being clear that this falling off to the Hea- 
then [dels brought them oft to theſe Heathen ſinnesallo ; as in the marter 
of Baal-Peor it is moſt evident, So Rom. x. 26. it is affizmed of the Gen- 
tiles 


(9) 
tiles that as 2 puniſhment of thoſe /4o/-heathen-worſtips God gave them 119 
eo; Marwan. ro dil onourable infamous affetiont, and a particular ac- 
count of them is ſer down, ver!, 26, women changing the naturall uſe, Kc. 
and likewiſe men alſo «214w/1n9 walepaZ ular ver{,27,and T4 Hun 13.20 x0vTH 
yerl_ 28, guilty of thole m9/t reprochfull [hames, and contumelies of nature, 
Or which there was aDoundane ſore in the Elenſinra ſacra, Cybeles 
myſteries, Vents, and Flora's feaſts, from which ic will nor be tolerable co 
repeat them- 

By this ungratef]] unſavoury obſeryation it will be poſſible ro contribute 
ſomewhat co the illuſtrating of many places in the New Teftament, and 
particularly of the notion of Idolatry there, (tor which adyantage it is that 
this diicourſe hath thus enlarged ic ſelf.) As firſt, Eph.qg. 29 where ſpeaking 
of the Genti/es, he faith 3rmris dmangnedrts (that is, in Heſychins's Gloſſary) 
who * giving over all labour, (as idlenelic is the morther-finne of the So- 
domites ) gave themſclves up to laſciviouſneſſe, to work all uncleanneſſe 
w TA0145ig, we render ic, | with greedineſſe | the word is interpreted Cove-= 
touſneſſe in other places, bur ſignifies not onely chat , bur all #nzmoderate, 
and peculiarly jnordinate unnaturall defire , not onely covetins of wealth, 
I fay, but in eAri/orle any thing that is oppoſed izzn: ro equality, when 
any man will have ( TMirizr)) above his portion, So in Heſychins 
TR4014512 70 TALoy Th Shores he Tirss aap2zrty, to denote the [ more then is due 
or ought to be | whatſoever the ſubjet matter be,So in Lycian de calumn: 
pag. 844. the Calnmmater is deſcribed to be exe that will have all his au- 
ditours to himſelf, will let no manelſe be heard, and for this he calls him 
MErumiv, and ſo Democrates in his yrou , defines TX85ia tobe a ſpea- 
king all,and not endyreing to hear any body elſe : And the notion that I now 
Ipeak of, applyed to inordinate luſt, though it differ in the objeR, is the 
ſame in effe&t with this, a defiring and uſurping, that which is not agreeable 
to his condition ſex, nature, &c. and of that we have a grammaticall ground 
in the Hebrew word 3x23 which ſignifies covetonſneſſe and /uſt, and being 
oft rendred Tatorttie js once rendred 294% pollution, Ezekiel 33. 3Is 
where though our Engliſh reade covetouſneſſe , yer the ſenſe direRts other 
Wiſe, even to that which verſ. 29, is expreſt by abominations, Of this I 
ſhould nor thus define, were not many places of the New Teſtament emi- 
nently applyable to this ſenſe, nor thus farre extravagate on this word, did 
it not much trend to the ex plaining and aſſerting the New TefFament notion 
of Idolatry that now we are upon. 

* Inthat Row, x, 29. youhave together in this matter Tp!tia, mia, TAS 
fie, ame , fornication. willany, ( not covetouſneſſe again. but ) inordi- 
nate deſire and nanughtineſſe, and yer more evidently , Coloff, 3. 5- where 

B 2 ſpeaking 
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ſpeaking of the Gentile wnbelievers, among their deeds that a Chriſtian is 6 
carefully to avoid, che Apoſtie mentions fornication, uncleanneſſe, 5:3; (l 
conceive, in Salvians phraſe) paſſivity, evil concupiſcence and 7720:5%g, 
ſure izordinate deſire 29210 which 75 Iaelatry (and this {eemms ro me to have 
been acknos ledged by Sint Cyprian, who Ep. 52. will have [ins, which 
referre to each ot thole foregoing names) the interpretation of that heathen 
wor/Þip of theirs, for which the wrath of God cometh on the children of di[. 
obedience (ir leems again his was the finne that brought that fata!l deltry. 
&tion tpon them) ©» 55, 127 which ſinnes the Coloſsians had ſometimes walk- 
ed when they lived & egriic, among the Gentiles, So Eph, F. 3 let neither 
fornieation, nor uncleauneſſe, or 745:+5i2, inordinate deſire be named among 
302, (thoſe nefanda, ſinner not to be named) as becomes Saints, as they UE 
oppoled ro Gentiles again, And (o verſe E. Every formeatour, and unclean 
perſon, and 245144715, (not coverors , but inordinate luſter) who is an Idds 
latour, 

This may poſſibly be the notation of /dolaters alſo, when the Anoftls 
ſaich, 1 Cor, 10. 6 Be not ye [colaters, as were ſome of them, as it is Write 
ten, they ſate down to eat and drink_and roſe #p to play, For the Greek mi. 
Cy, Which we render co play, may poſſibly referre in that place to tho 
finnes of #:»cleanneſſe, Ic is clear that #u-!iZ«y doth Ger. 29, 14, and 17. 
which we there render [wock] and though -2i74y be nor the word there 
uſed, yet the Hebrew pnNy ſignifies both, and is the word uſed both in that 
place of Geze/is, and Exod, 32, 6, from wience our ApcHlle cites it; and if 
comparing the {tory Atts 7. qt. (where it is faid in this matter, C412 2412v7My 
they rejoyced inthe works of their han1s ) beapetto perſwade any , that mi- 
aus ro play , isall one with 12-2414 324 LO rejojce, and fo that both denote 
their dancing before their [dol ir will be as obvious to replie that 3:2:airedu 
there uſed, f;gnifies molt properly the rejoycing at a feaft Lybe 12, 19, and 
I5. 23. 24. 29. 32. and 16. 19. and fo following, the off ring of ſacrifice to 
their iasl, ſhall denote a ſacrificall feaſt, and be all one with the eatizg and 
drinving here, but not with the playing that attends 1t ; and (© ill the na 
Zery may prodably be thus interpreted ; efpecially when in this place it fol- 
lows immediately after &7:2vunrai any lufters after evil things, and isat- 
tended with us - 727 8v 9%, neither let 1s commit fornication. &c. and from 
thence perhaps it is that verſe 14. to his exhortation of flying from Idolatry, 
he ſubjoyns verſe 15. / ſpeak to wiſe men, judge what 1 ſay ; not willing to 
adde more words on that ſubje&t, This is but a conjeture of which 1 am 
not confident, But no queſtion, this is the meaning of « um el u2oaargein 
the abominable nefarious [4olatries , 1 Pet, 4. 2. of the fruitleſſe works of 
darkneſſe , whereof Chriſtianitie made them aſhamed of the xpugit 342akts 


thoſe 
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theſe things that were done in ſecret, and « Miu aiggiv » which it was a — I that 
ſhawe to name or ſpeak out 3 (all one perhaps with the vapvuniry ciduacage > nag 
win, the hidden idolatry in the Councel of Laodicea) to which you may oo —_ 
adde, 1 / befſ. 4+ J. this uw the will of God 0 SHATUES Vu! your purifica- ifyou lew 
tion, conſ.fting as it fellows in abſtaining from fornication , &c, and after nee = 
in £34270) i) WK", 73 preivification and honour (as that is oppoled to & wma, Thus, 
hhononrableneſſe, wileneſe, Rom n 26.) not inthe lu/t of concupiſcence, 2s ASL, 
the Gertiles &c, To wheel purpole it is the conceit of ſome learned men, rods, pra 
tar that W2'CH tollows m''(t be applied T7 8 v T9 Camimy L, A$072KTHY ©! Te) > 1s _—_ 
dy uen mir £242.911 2174 , verſe 6. (thong!) our Engliſh reading look quite 32D | 
mother way) 'or fo rhe context will enforce, verſe 7, for God hath not cale wi ; they 
led us, an & wn ngarcie, for uncleauneſle, but «o& ENETUS » to Or 111 prerification, wt yroagg 
And ſo every of thoſe words will bear , if it were now ſeafonadle to infilt z1.15.)T/o 
upon it. And it is obery ble that ſar, 57, $8. where the Prophet ſpeaks to pu pong 
the * adulcero!'s Apolt.ie Iſrael [Thox haſt diſcovered thy ſelf to others them _- 
beſide 126, and art gone up, &c. ] the Greek Tranſlatours have uſed theſe ty elf 
words, £03.15 6:7 £44 Tr eus a7 ets rar £ze1v, &c. by Sg a7" 58, [de- AW 
parting from me| expccfling [the aiſcovering her ſelf to others beſide me| haps w_ 
and by #49 #12 "deſiring more] rendring [ the going up _| which may there- nas - 
fore leem to be (er in that place (according to the Hebrew wy conſcendit, wnantgdorh 
aſcendit, tranſcend:t) ſor [ im;82:61) in the notion that we now ſpeak of; I 
and then you fee the iy mpathy berwixt /m#bairey and 2407354 , according gum renders 
to the dialed and id:om of thoſe writers, fs ial 

So 1 Cor. 5,11, 1 T:p:8. F2ereumgs i ef ohhs res, either fornicatonr, SD, 

b: , . thou lowed(t 

or mnordinate luſter, or 1dol ater. Which cannot be applied to the worſhip « ti w#h 


of images, becauſe he there tpeaks of Chriſtians in the profeſſion ar leaſt, 7 *c: 
who fare did no: then worſhip zwages, bur might be guilty more probably 
of thote carnall heathen »xcleazneſſes, thoſe imprryities ſo ſolemnly uled in 
the ido/=-worſhips, In which place , and the precedent verſe under the gene- 
rall word 76:01, fornica!onrs, are {pecified T9v0i waus Ter, the fornicatours 
of thes world. that 1s the Gentiles, 9.221427, & (T2345, ef woke 77a; The 1un- 


Fay is rendred ) and fo I have obſerved the word to be uſed in Conſtant. 32%S 
#4 (26144 ug» 

o } , : g TH | 
where armay) FO joyned with & 47>, INCONTINENCE, and oppoled tO aoouets n—_ bg- 
Gs and 122up3, cleanſing and clean, veile 26. ————_ 
B 3 Tos 
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$ 25: To this nothing can more clcarly belong , then that mention of 1ds/g. 
ters, 1 Cor.6, 9. being ſo joyned on both {1025s with fornicatours, adulte. 
rers, ſoft or effeminate defilers of themſelves with mankind, And what if 
the phraſe 6 Ce heruano tut " LIEN Rom, 2. 22. Co {o allo, [ther that abhor. 
reſt Idols The word 2/2221 ſeems to referre to thole (fo frequently cal. 
led) &Scriyuars, abominations; whether (thoſe of the S1dentars, and the 
like, that is , whether ) abomirable lacritices , killing , and offering their 
ſonnes and daughters unto devils, or abominable lorceries, Dent, 18, or 
abominable (enieleſſe tupidicy, in worſhiping inanimate creatutes', or ab 
minable luſts in their idol-fteaſts, 1 ſhall nor now define, bur onely obyverve, 
that if we ſhould applic ic peculiarly to the laſt of theſe (yer nor excluding 
the reſt) che rationall importance ot the place will bear it very well, Thy 
that doſt fo deteſt and abominate thoſe heathen villanies in their idol-wor. 
ſhips, if upon that gro'ind of zeal thou robve and rifle their Temples, will 

never be able to clear thy (elf, 
$ 26. Having gone through o many, there are but few more mencions of theſe 
words | [do/ater or /dolatry] in the New Teſtament, I ſhall briefly give you 
a View of them, Gal. 5. 20. Where of the works of the fleſh, carnall Ginnes 
*Anzz4c, 2- there are in the Front, Adultery, fornication, uncleanneſſe , «15414 (that 
ps foul finne, which our Tranſlation renders here /aſc:vionſneſſe , bur elle. 
Meſych. ' where ſhameleſſe unclearneſſe, Wiſd, 14. 26. Idolatry, &c. all clearly ofa 
making, if this notion of /do/atry be accepred, So Apoc, 21.8, where among 
the eight ſeyeralls, ro which the fire and brimſtoze old Sodoms lot, is ap- 
portioned, you will find theſe five nbelrevers (a generall word for Gen. 
tiles) *CServy cr (we render it abominable , it is moſt probably in that 
place, and in that conjunction thoſe that have been guilty of thoſe 4/1: 
yaar!, abominations, or beltiall fnnes, as Aporc, 17. 4. you have Sta yu 
T2 x, 12S pT1TA TH; Thpveiag, te abomination and uncleanneſſe of her fornica- 
tion, and fo verſe 7. formicatours, and wolaters , and all liars , (that is, 
conceive all that are guilty of thoſe falſe :do/atrous worſhips) and fo again, 
chap. 22, 15. Fornicatours, [dolaters, and every one that loveth and work. 
eth a lie, (all thoſe that delight in, and pratiſe thoſe falſe wor/hivs, which 
are called a /ie, Rom, 1. 25,) and c:p42494 ſorcerers in the front, either be- 
cauſe that finne was ſo ordinarily joyned to thoſe other heathen impietics, 
(as may appear by one eminent place, Dex, 18, from the ninth to the thir- 
teenth yerſe) or upon a ground , which I ſhall have occaſion to mention 
anon, of conjuring their Gods by magical ceremonies, (ynriizi and oapus- 
xcias) to adjoyn themſelves to the conſecrated images. And all this under 
the title of the dogs that are without , that is , the Gentile world of Ide- 

latourr. 

Thus 
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Thus in ſome Latine fr.:gments of Polycarpm's Epiſtle ſpeaking of Va $ 
lens a Presbyter of Philtppi , and his having committed ſomewhat utterly 
unworthy of that calling ( which is not there »amed, and perhaps by that 
may be rather gueſſed at what ir was ) by his example he admoniſherh 
ochers 10 abſtain |ab avaritia\ (that fire was in Greek , Yaz 242218%izy) from 
inrdinate deſires, [& ſint cafli\ and be chafF, Adding, that whoſoever did 
wtthus abſtain 5 wi «Tg hes mhens%ig;) ab idololatria coinguinabutur, & 
unquam inter Gentes indicabittr , will be contaminated by Idolatry , and 
ball be judged 4s 410118 the Gentiles, 

I have now ſi fhciently importuned and tempted my readers patience with $ 
tieſe obſervations , which might be thought very extrin{ecall ro the marter 
in hand (e'pecially as farre as concerns the word 22:1:5iz ) bur that they 
end immediately (to which 1 def:gned them ) to that third and main im- 
portance of the word /dol' inthe Old Teſtament; and more then fo, to the 
explication of the word /do/atry (and by the way, of many difficult paſſa- 
es) in the New, fo as to fignifie thoſe Heathen baſeneſſes, that Chriſtians 
were too apt to learn from the Gentiles, when their /mage-worſhip was 
leſſe temp:ing to them , and may therefore poſſibly be the vice, from which 
the Apoltle 1o dehorts his /irtle children, that is, his new born babes in 
Chriſt or Gentile converts, that they ab/?ain or keep themſelves from Idols, 
1 John 5. 21, for there was (as farre as we reade in Scripture) little of any 
cher kind of /do/atry in faſhion among Chr:*1ans at that time ( unleſle 
perhaps the eating the #1/952v7z may come under that ticle which yer Sainc 
Paul prohibits onely in order to Scandal) and that this was , not onely 
ſly and ſecretly (but even avowealy and profeſtly) you may ſee 2 Pet. 2, 
which Chapter being read and weighed in the Originall , will appear to be 
almoſt wholly ſpent on this"marter, I will give the Reader a little light 
to it, 


27» 


23. 


There was it ſeems a villanous ſet# of falſe teachers ready to creep in &$ 29g, 


among thoſe C briſt:ans, verſe 1. bringing in airs 4 mwacins dotFrines of de- 


fruftion; you will guefle what that means , if you mark what ſome ancient * Coder aw: 


pies ſer in ftead of that word which we render [deſtrutt:on,] when ir re- Mag 

turns again verſ, 2. for there the old manuſcripts have « 9my41216 wantonneſ- 

ſer, in Read of 47w»« v5 deſtruftions, O: Engliſh reades damnable bere- 

fer in the firſt place, and perniciozs wayes in the ſecond, but thoſe are onely 

zenerally paraphcaſes which come not home particularly to the notation of 

the word, and therefore the margin of our books con'-fling that other 

reading, renders it verſe 2. /aſcivious wayes, in tlie ſenſe that now we colt= 

end for. Tis is further expl»ined { which convinces the diſcourſe to be- 

long to this matter). by the /innes of the 0/d world, verie 5. and of Sodom 
peculiarly, 


in Coll. 


d. Ox 
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| RT ne 3, I , 
peculiarly, yerſe 6. by the «219497 domain d'rap320. yerſe 7, the comverſyi. 
01 of thoſe that obſerved no laws in their laſeivionſreſſe , ſich a5 did ſh 
grieve righteozs Lot in Sodom, by emwvwis (14948 [ff of pollution or abs. 
minable defire, verle 10, by ym ul a tls hmm), x, 230-90, verſe 12, we ren. 
der it [born to be taken and deſtroyed] but it fioniftes rather in the aCtive 
ſenſe, that are made ad predandim toprey, (or catch and tear, fo Job 14, x, 
IH by the Greek rended 2:7 227 to catch, is in the Cha/ee paraphraſe 
riſing u early to their prey) and to corrupt , that is, good for nothing bur 
to affaulc and debauch ( as rzavenous beatts do uſe to prey upon ) all they 
meet wich promiſcuouſly; and ic is obſervable that the word May 2v2wlas, 
7. which properly Fenifies thoſe things which are taken axd torn with will 
* Vid. excer- beaſts, (becauſe ſuch were not to be eaten * Lev, 17, r5,) is by uſeenlar. 
_—_ yo ged to all forbidden meats among the Rabbins (it the l1ngs of any thing 
£8 $7. have 4 hole in ther, they call it ND &c. faith * E/ras Levita) and {0 by 
2.139, Analogy is here made ule of ro denote thole #zc/ean prohivited acts, which 
are {© to be accounted of among Chriſtians, as the crb725 werit ru among the 
Jews, and therefore ir follows , that tho'e that cake pleaſure in that 722), 
ſuch riotoms attions as theſe verie 12, are called 57a and wwwor from the 
Hebrew 02 macala, ſpots and blemiſhes , (ſuch as among the Jews made 
the ſacrifice unclear) defilers and polluters of thoſe , with whom they do 
owdwnytizu feaFt or revel, in the end of that verſe, So it is again expreſſed 
verſe 14, by having eyes full of the adultereſſe , and that ceaſe not from 
fune, intangling, unitable or unconfirmed Soxls, that is , new converted 
Chriſtians, having a heart 79uwamiruy TAs (in che ſenſe which before 
wegave of the word, and which belongs to it allo verſe 2.) exerciſed with 
thoſs inordinate lySts, that is, wholly employed on them ; which denomi- 
nates them 7:zrz 27a; children of a curſe, that is , worthy to haye a curk 
fall on them (as the Soxne of perdition worthy to be deſtroyed) And ver.1y 
by the way of Balaam ( who we know brought the Ifraelites to that finne 
of uncleanneſſe with the 2ſo4biti/h women,and to the crrſe by thar means) 
by Umesyrs uarulmms verſe 18, that high pitch of vanity, or falſe Idolatrow 
worſhip, as 2 ſnare to bring men to rhe emTu war onptd, ala Wc. lat: of 
* Tu, & the fleſh, laſciviouſneſſe, &c. (with reference to the vicious Heathen * con- 
wAdry 212* verſation) by 2 villanous Licentionſneſſe, verſe 19. (Rolen in under pre- 


ETEPO UE (+ 


C.1, » 7, 


© P:de Rom, tence of Chriftian /:berty, bur being indeed the baſe * ſubmiſcion ) andby 
«I0, 


widower Ts 57s, the pollutions of the Heathen world, that is, of the Nati 
07, or Gentiles, verſe 20. (which the knowledge of Chriſt was deſigned 
eurn out, but complying and mixing with it, was the vileſt and moſt dam- 
ning condition that could befall any, yer. 21, 22.) and at laſt by a wa 
Eop2%es the molt ſwinih wallowing inthe mire ot all uncleanneſſe, Andif 
you 
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you would know who theſe n»clean heretickg were, ( which Chrifſtianized 


ill che vi:lanies of che old Jdol-worſhips ) referred to in this and orher 
places of the Ep:/tles, I ſhall nor poſicively define, bur leave it indifterenc= 


: 0 
ly berween the Gzo/fichs and the Nicolaitans, the Gnoſficks covertly * na- 


med 1, 7 792. 6, 20, (it leems they were then a creeping in at Epheſus ) and. 


rrofeltly claimed ar 77t, 1, under the title of the Cretian evil bea#ts, and 
low belles, veri, 12, and #625 50, polluted perſons, verſ, 15. and 
Yourrs abominable , and ſich as by their works deny the faith, verl. 16. 

For, that thee {being called ro #34474: prerefication, and not to unclean. 
w/e, that is, being by cheir converſion to Chriſtianity obliged to forſake 
thoſe carnall lus) did abrſe the Grace of God ( that is, the light and mer- 
cies of te Golpel) ro wantonneſſe ci; 479796121. Tude verſ, 4. ( which that 
t belongs to this matter in hand will appear by the parallel aſſigned them, 
ver, 7.) that is, uſed ir as an occa/ſ02 ro commit, or proteft;on ro continue 
in ſuch ſinnes, chat they were guilty of ſtrange prodigies of filthineſſe, and 
rerained in their Sacraments ſome Symbola of them, I had rather ſhould 
be learnt from Epy having, then trom chis paper, Of them this is ſufficient- 
ly known, that perſwading themſelves, that they were the Children of God, 
they chought they might wallow in all filchineſſe, and be no wore polluted by 
t then the Srinne beams by the dunghill on which they fall ; Aud againit 
that dotrine of theirs it is that ſome interpret that of Saint John | that he 
which is bora of God cannot fin, becauſe he is born of God | that is, can- 
not ſinne upen that head or ſcore, to fignifie that their berng born of God 
can de no patent or ſecurity for their finning, 

As for the N rco/aitans which had their names from Nicholas the Dea- 
con in the As, and their ſenſual! praftices from his example ( as might 
zppear by the vile paſſages that Saint Jerome and others relate of him ) 1 
ſhall nor need to ſay more then what we find mentioned of them, Apoc. 2. 
6 ficſt, that their works were odious to God, verl, 6. then ſeeondly, that it 
Was 4 ſeft of doftrine ameng ( hbriſtians (as odious as it was )verſ.1 5.and ir 
vill not be unſeaſonable to pray, that God will keep all Settaries from the 
like, Thirdly, that it was the ſame doArine that Ba/aam tavght Balaac to 
bring the Iſraelites to a curſe , when nothing elle could do it, verſ, 14, and 
that fourchly , not onely ſpecified in the tory to be whoredome with the 
inghters of Moab, Numb. 25, but in this place particularly mentioned 
fer So. 2uTE, 4 mprivom, eating things offered to Idols, and fornication; 
ſeems the former of thoſe, the /do/-feuits, was wont to be previous and 
preparatory to the latter, (and Saint Hieromes relation of Nicholas Wit- 
nefſech the truth of the parallel ) and therefore of the ſeven precepts of the 
Sores of Noah, mentioned inthe Apoſtles Councell in the eAtts ( "_ 
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(16) 
red of all preſe/ytes that came in to Judaiſme , and fo by way of comply. 
ance at that time, preſcribed to all the Gentiles that became Chriſtian 
the ewo firſt were thoſe of abſtinence from meats offered to Idols, and from 
fornication, Afts 15. 29, and the former of them, verſ. 26. called 4Moyiuare 
Toy ciiaov, the pollutions or abominable villanies in thoſe Idol-wor(hipe, ag 
in Heſychins AMY NURTE. j5 expreſt by uerdnus wr woo Junav. Participge 
tion of their abominable (or as he renders wapd dugIapri ) nnclean ſacri. 
fices, and the ſecond mprei2 fornication, being all one with the MVNy 13 
ey de reteftione nuditatum, all uncleannefle in generall contains advlte- 
ry , inceft,and all anlawfall laſts, And that will give an account why thoſe 
«JuniWra ſhould be fo forbidden in the Atts ( it ſeems for that danger of 
unclean ſinnes ſo commonly annext to the /do/. feaſts, as will appear, Pſal, 
106, 28, and Nzmb. 25,1, 3.) and yet be counted of as perfettly indiffe- 
rent things by Saint Payl 1, Cor. 8. viz, being ſeparated from all danger 
of that unclean appendage, Fifthly,of theſe Njcolaitans works it is there ad. 
ded, that unleffe they be /fraight reformed, God wil! come quickly upontha 
Church of Pergamns,ver\, 16.and that coming hgnifies a fate} blow, which 
was not onely obſervable to have fallen upon the ſeve: Nations, on Sodom, 
on moſt of the great Monarchies of the world, for the revenge of this pro» 
yoking ſinne, (1de/atry thus heightned with this addition of v//any ) but 
even more then one of thoſe ſeven { hri/tiau Churches may be thought to 
have been involved in that grz/r, and r»ine ; even this of Pergamus, and 
the next of 7 »yatrra, verſ, 20. Which finne being deſcribed by Jezabel 
making her ſelf a Propheteſſe, and reaching ard ſeducing ( hriſtiam, 
Topriuru oy eifoNiure. ca;8v, to commit wncleanneſſe, and to eat things tf- 
fered to [dols, (in the ſence before mentioned) and by 349 Saran 
depths of Satan, verl, 24. ſheis ſaid to have time given her for the refor- 
mation of this villany, verf, 2r. and not making ute of it, to have been dr 
livered up to deftruftion, verl, 22, 

All this I have faid, and might adde much more, toclear this truth, tha 
there were ſuch /do/s for new converts to take heed of, in thoſe dayes, fic 
carnall Goſpellers, that retained that part of the Heathen 1dolatries, which 
fleſh and bloud was moſt apt to be taken with, when the worſhiping ef 
Images was calt our, And if that villainous piece of Heatheniſme 
which (by Gods deſertion, and that thick long darkneſſe, (wherein they l- 
yed) lay before the coming of Chriſt, as an hideous finne at once and judge 

ment on thole barbarous times, cannot yer (by fixteen hundred years of ful 
light, and by all Chriſts preceprs for all kind of pxrity of the very heat) 
be exorcized, or mortified amongſt us, and if ſtill our ears are open to & 
very {e6&t of hypocriticall profeſſours, though never ſo wild and m_ 


that brings any liberty, or proffer of carnality along with ie, the ſure is 
the title of Chrittan bur ill beſtowed on ns, we are ſtill the grofleft /dola- 
towrs in the world ; and foare in all reaſon to expeR the moſt exemplary 
puniſhments » Which fell on them , be it the portion of Sodom, a judge- 
men: rained down immediately, a kind of fire and brimſtone from heaven, 
(ſuch are our ftrange, groundleſſe,irrarionall deftrutions wrought upon one 
another at this time, which no man liying canrtell from whence they came; 


which is a ſure argument thacthere is ſomewhar of the 9 in it, either *©5* 13" 


a5 that ſignifies the d:vime hand of God, viſible in the judgement, or as 9:49 
henifies alſo char * brimſtony fire that comes with thunder ) or be it the 
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judgement that fell upon the Nations for thoſe v:{anies, a mwanritpeid, or fi- cowicls 


wall deftruft:on of a profane polluted people. 
gone thus farre in our inqueſt on occaſion of the origination and 
ve of the word /deolatry, eſpecially in the old and vew Teſtament , and 
found ſomewhat meant by ic in the New , which is nor fo vulgarly taken 
notice of, I ſhall defire to prevent a miſtake , and do therefore profeſſe nor 
to have deſigned theſe obleryations to that end, that the finne of /do/atry 
ſo declaimed at in the Scripture, ſhould be thought to fignifie nothing elle, 
but thoſe afts of villany inthe Heathen myſteries; or becauſe the worjhiping 
of images is not fo frequent!y ſpoken of in the New Teſtament, that there- 
fore it ſhould be no finne now under the Goſpell. That it is a grofle and 
provoking finne in them that are guilty of ir, chere is no queſtion, and the 
affirmation of Text is clear, that there is no communication or reconcileas 
blenefſe betwixt the Temple of God and [dols , 2.Corinth, 6. 16, and that 
theguile of that ſinne among the Nations ,worſhiping thoſe ſenceleſſe Dei- 
ties, was ſo great, that ic provoked God by way of juſt puniſhment to de- 
liver them np to thoſe infamons vile affettions, Rom, 1« 

I ſhall now therefore proceed from the more critical! to the reall mate- 
riall part of the diſcourſe, and inquire intothe nature of that ſfinne, mere-= 
ly as it is a worſhip of [dols, or images, In which matter you may firlt ob- 
ſerve ſome conſiderable difference berween the two forts of reſemblances, 
which have been uſuall among men. Some extantes,corporeall higures ſtan- 
ding out, 714 , ſtatues. graven images ; others onely repreſentations, or 
fiitures, painted on windows, tables, chalices, &c. The former of thele 
were molt uſed by (becauſe firteſt for the turns ef) the Heathens, being by 
them (through the commodiouſneſſe and adyantage of their bodily ſhapes) 
conceived ro be more capable of animation by thole gods of which they 
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were the reſemblances. Thus is it the known divinity of * T7iſmegiſtns (or +, 414.4 
ſome body in his diſguiſe) that Statw#es or Simnlachra were the bodies of c1o.da.lb. 


their gods, who by ſome magicall ceremonies of conſecration ( whence ir 
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(18) 
ſeems to be that, Galath, 5 Apoc, 1. 22, fa(uarem ſorceries, are joyned 
* x-que ar4 With #dolatries) were forced to * joyn themſelves to them, to animate them, 
n#*;* to aſſume, and inhabi: choſe earthen bodies as it were. To which fancie per. 
gite materia haps the Apotle may relate, when he tels the CEriFians that their bodres 
arte are the Temples of the Holy Ghoſt , that God is powerfully in them, 
+ D-z5 ds though not in thole cvmbe images, And' Proclzs relates it as their opini- 
Er Rm 
ſe 05 4p'94 ON generally thac the gods were by their favour and help preſent in their i. 
” 44 ci 4gerzand thereon is grounded the old relation of the 7 yr:ans,who cn a fear 
dei: in that Apollo would forlake them, bound his image falt wich golden ( haing, 
x5 rw and thac ocher of the Arhenians who clipt the wings of the image of vi. 


ect inl fory, that ſhe might not fly away from them. And fo the Sicilrans in * Cie 
1ch.4;, .4-. £670 cON plainivg that they had no gods in their /ſle, give this reaſon for it, 
-—pokry yo tha: Verres had aken away all cheir Statues, And lo the 1do! thus raiſed 
* +/+. above its naturall picch by bringing down ſome ethereall ſpirit incor 


As 


ER... (viz, the god whole image it Was) became a god intheir opinion, and was 
i 2a, thought able to hear ſee, ipeak, help, do any thing that belonged to a Deity, 
Thus doth Nere in Szetonius pretend to know things to come by the inſtru 
ion of ſuch an 7cnncula or little image, So Triſmegiſtus ils us of (pete 
king Imzges, and Hiſtorians the like of CMernons Statmes, and fo La 
bans Teraphim, being ſuppoſed to have had a ſpirit included in them, went 
for Labarns gods, And it is not improbable by the Text that the 1ſ-aeliter 
Calf. was by them chus counted of, as an /#2ge which upon A4arons conk- 
cration was thus animated by God, and {o fit to go before them, to be their 
conduCtour in Ioſes abſence, whom they knew to be moved and direRte 
by God, 

It is clear, this Ca/f, theſe goMs as they call them, were by them deſired 
tro ſupply Ioſes place,and though the conjecture be not improbable, that 
the figure of it was the ſame with the figure of a Cher;b ( which God af 
ter appointed to be in the T abernas/e,Exod.z5.18-and of which it is poſſible 
Aaron might then have ſome intunation } as may appear by comparing 
Ezeh, 1. 10. with Chap, 10. 14, where that which is the face of an Oe, 
or Calf in one place, is the face of a ( herab in the other, and the oround 
of this reſen-blance in reference ro Joſephs providing for the Egyptian, 
and alſo for his tather aud brethren in the famine (whereupon his ſcutchi- 
on is (aid to be an Oe, agreeable to that prophecy of him, Dex, 33. 7. his 
glory is like the firſtling of a bullock, as Minntins for his care of feeding 
the louldiers in a dearth was honoured by the Romanes wich a golden Oxt, 
Liv. 1, 4. and as Sxidas relates of King Apis that he fed the Alexan 
drians in a famine, andthercfore was honoured after death with a Temple 
andan Or in ic) yet was this image worſhipt by them (as appears by their 
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. (19) 
facrificall feaſt and celebration ) and ſo uſed juſt as the Egyptian Idols» 
which were sccot'nted as ſo many gods, And therefore the queſtion which 
ordinarily made, [whether the Iſraclites worſhip this Calf, or onely God 
this Calf | may well enovgh be ſiperieded, and the reſolution be ſuffici- 
ently clear, that they worſhip not Ged onely, dur the #dvl- calf alſo, (and 
{ I am ſure their ficcceffors have conceived, which talk ſo mich of 4 grain 
of the Ca/f in every judgement they have ſuffered ever fince) and fo doted 
upon the ſpecious /dol. and were tran{ported with their ſenſuall way of 
wor{hiping it, that God was quickly almolt loſt, and forgotten amongft 
them, therr heart going back into Egypt, where luch like images had been 
in faſhion and were won: to be worthiped, 
What is now ſaid of this will belong allo to the ereftion of Jeroboams «F .;, 
Calves ; of which thovg!: ic may nor be improbable , chat they allo were 
the imitation of the 1994ages of the Cherubim in the Temple, and lo the 
fame of ſetting themup in D4» and Bethel an act of Schiſme, deſigned on 
purpoſe by Jeroboam to keep open the great diviſion in the State, r. Kings 
12, 26, yet was it not the guilt of Schiſme alone, to which it was lyable, 
(a3 * HMorces hath laboured to perſwade) but having an addition of ſa. «4c» 
erificing to thoſe Calves allo, verf, 32, and the proclamation of | Behold Progiis'. 
thy gods, O Iſrael, which brought thee ont of the land of Egypt) verl, 29. 
(which intimates them to be ſer out by him to the people for to many ant. 
wated inſpirited images) no queſtion but the guilt of /do/atry belonged to 
it, and that the divine cenſure , and charaRter of Jeroboams finne ( that 
tuck lo cloſe to his poſterity) importeth allo, 
The other p:fures which are called dimiſſe, depreſſe, a plain painting on $ 37 
atable, &c, without any protuberancy, or bunching , were not by rhe Gene 
tiles thought lo capable of receiving that animation, The diſtinction is 
Maimons ; the firſt he calleth 32919 1MYn the protuberant image , the 
other NyPIWN the depgreſſe, either drawn on a table in co/ours , laith he, 
or weaved in hangings. The former of theſe and nor the latter , was it 
which was ſo ftriftly forbidden the Jews ( and accounted as a *p/nezy of 
polytheiſme, a token of the worſkiping of many gods, (a diſcriminative 
note berween the worſhipers of the oe true, and the many falſe Deities )be- 
uſe of that Hearhen opinion. that ſuch Ratues, or proteuberant pictures 
were by magrch made capable of theſe cthereall ſpirits; an abuſe, of 
which the depreſſe piftures were not ſocapable. And hence it is (nor with. 
out reaſon ) that learned men that conceive the ſecond commandment to 
prohjbir none but che former (peculiarly the graven image) and to that 
purpoſe reade that which follows. by way of expl:cation, not of disjun- 


Gon, [ graven image, the likeneſſe| &c, ( asitis Dent, 5. 8, in the He- 
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(20) k 
brew, fot, [or the likeneſſe) do extend iceven to the makong, or having any 
ſuch, and not onely to the worſhiping of them. 

Thus, faith * Afaimoy, it is forbidden to make images though it be onely 
91J9 for ornament ; bur then thar, faith he, is to be underſtood of the ima. 
ges , that &xnch ont, or are emboſſed ; but for the painted or woven 
MINS TIN they are not unlawfull : and he ſpecifies very nicely that? 
ring that hath for a ſea/the figure of a Man, if it be pibboxs, or twellin 
out, is not it ſelf lawfull co be worne , but yer it is /awfull ro ſeal with in 
becauſe the impreſſion, in that cafe, is hollow, not ſwelling out, and onthe 
other ſide it the ſeal be deprefſe, or hollow, it is lawtfullto weare, bur norto 
ſeal with it, chap.3. $.13. Ir is true this he reftrains again, that none (in 
this matter onely for or#ament) is forbidden, but the figure of a a»; bur 
others in obedience tothe words of the ſecond command, extend it toths 
prohibition of all living creareres alſo, ( onely the inanimate, ſuch wasthe 
Golden Vine in the Temple, were excepted,) And truly it feemeth very pro- 
bable, that to the Jews ic was (whether by the force of the ſecond command- 
ment, or by ſome precept elſewhere, or by the 7 raaition of the Elders, 1 
ſay nor) conceived utterly unlawfull to have any ſuch images, eſpeciallyin 
their Temples or places of worſhip ( unleſle in caſe of Gods particular 
command, as the Cherubim, and the brazen Serpent ) yea and to bow in 
their preſence in axy place ; for this will Maimors Rating the ſeverall caſes 
convince to have been his opinion, and, as he conceived, the conſtant do. 
Arine of che Jews, IT am ſure they are appointed to be broken down, Exod 
34+ 13: and exarples there are of the peoples practice that way , both in 
the ſtory of Herods Trophies, and the Eagle et up by him over the gate 
of the Temple, and in many other particulars; And the Greek Charch 
this day, though it hath piftwres good tore, yet Þ think ic hath noned 
theſe emboſſed Statues allowed in it (which yet the Lutherans uſe promil- 
cuouſly, yea andclothe and adorn them too, and conceive not themſelyesto 
fin againſt any commandment of the law, becauſe they do not worſhip them,) 

The reaſon of this prohibicion to the Jews , is by Aſaimonides agyit 
cleared to be, not for any »atsrall primitive finfulneſſe in an image of: 
man &c, but onely for caution, (and therefore within the vail whither the 
eyes of the people were not permitted ro enter , God himſelf appoint 
the Chernubims to be fer up, and Solomon graved Cherubims upon the 
walls of the greater houſe, 2. Chron, 3.7. thatis, in the body of the 

T empple I conceive, becauſe none but the PrieFts did come in thither, Lak 
r- 8,9.) to hedge and keep them from al! dayger of falling into the Hee- 
then worſhips, and upon the obligation of the words of that Texr, Ex0d.34 
I2, beware &c. left it be 4 ſnare unts thee, Me 


(21) 

And therefore ic is further reſolved, that all thoſe images were unlawfull 
tothem, (and perhaps none bur theſe.) w* /do/atonys uſed in their worſhip; 
and {o the ſpecifying of the three ſorts in the { ommandment may argue, [the 
things in heaven,in e:rth.in the waters\,from each of which the ſeverall fol- 
lies of inen had ferched their Deitics. To inſtance onely in the /a/f and loweſt 
of them , thatthe Crocodz/es in the river were fo accounted of among the 
Eryptians is clear (among many other) by one norable relation in Max. 
Tyr, {122.. 9, There was a woman,faith he,in Egypt that nurſed up a young 
(recodile, and was counted 2 mighty happy perſon ws 73-441 $43y, 4s one 
thu had bronohe her God to hand, and kept it tame by her ; this woman, 
ich he, had a fonne j#auusry 2:7, of the age of the God, and when they 
orew- up to ſome bieneſſe, the Croced:le killed and devoured the child, 
vs Iogilos $40ncerr? Tay Viey T2 $7474, ws WYHF un gon £25gia 210 » (he iz ber 
morning for her ſonne pronounced him ble#t in this death, that he was thus 
ofered 1p a preſent to her domeFtichk, God, And they which could worſhip 
ſuch wild vulture Gods , could not much be blamed, ifthey deified every 
onio; 18 the grden, much more every ftarre in the skie , which ſure defer- 
rd their acknowledgement much berter then the v#l:are of the ſeathe 
Crocodile, had done. : 

Agreeable to this interdi of Cantion among the Jews ( extended onely 
to thoſe images which were {o abuſed by the Feathens) is the defigne of 
thoſe Homilies in our book, concerning the peril of 1dolatry,which though 
they acknowledge that * rmages be of themſelves things indifferent , and 
that * 9:e2 are not ſo ready to worſhip a pifture 01 a wall, or in a window, 4s 


$ 40% 


an emboſſed and gilt image ſet with pearl and ſtone , and profeſſe ( in the 2. 20. lin. r, 


beginning of the third part of the Homily) that al/ which is ſaid , * thus 

meant, [1 that we be ſtirred and provoked by images to worſhip them , an 
nt as though they were ſimply forbidden by the new Teſtament , without 
ſuch occaſion and danrer\ and connt it a piece of Suyperitition, and ſcrupe- 
loſity to abhorre all pift ures, as images of princes, &c. which, ſath that Ho« 
mily, Chriſt ſaw on the Romane coyns and reprebended thens not , nor con- 
demned the art of painting and image-making 4s wicked of themſelves, 
þ. 44+ yer, in reſpect of the frequency of that finne in thoſe times of the ſo 
eminent danger that images in Churches would be worſhiped, and all poſſi- 
ble means would nor be probable to ſecure the »ſe of them againſt that daw- 
er, they do wich great earneſtneſſe exhort the not ſetting them up, eſpecial- 
h in countrey Churches, where the number of the ignorant may much en- 
haunce that danger ; and it may be obſerved that in the Articles of our 
Church we make acknowledgement of thar whole beok of Homities , that 
they were »ſefull and profitable for thoſe trmes , wherein (being fo lately 
gotten, 
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(22) 
gotten out of Popery where image-wor{-ip was ſo ordinary )the danger way 
lo great of falling back, upon every tempration, to that ſ:ane. And though 
the Homilies be wary and carefull ro prevent another contraty danger , /ef 
any private perſons under colour of deftroying images (horld make ny Pires 


* P,18/.2, Or difturbaiice inthe common-wealth, and theretore addeth * that it mult 


alwayes be remembred that the redreſſe of ſuch pnbl.cq enormities pertain. 
eth to the CAagitrate, and ſuch as be in aithoruy 004 t , «24 1.01 t0 Pte 
vate perſons, yet to thoſe whole cuty it 1s to take care for rize people thar 
they be god/y as well as quietly governed , the exhortation iz vety in{tantly 
preſſed, that (aftet the pattern of Hezekinh, &c.) they pertorm this pattof 
their duty, viz, that as Hezekrab d1d in the cate of the brazen Serpent, fy 
the Magiſtrate whenloever he ſees images to be abuſed, or the people apt 
to worſhip them, think himſelt obliged in con{cience to appoine-rhem to be 
removed in care of the honour of God, and the peoples good. Ani this is 
certainly yery good and wholeſome doftrine, and nothing more realonable, 
then that he which is defendour of the Faith, ſhould rake care to deterd the 
impotent ſeducible weakling (I mean not the railec at /mages, who fareis 
of all others the ſafeſt from that danger of wor/#iping then , and conle. 
quently diſclaims any want of that fatherly cation) trom fuch 19%inent 
peril (when any ſuch there is ) of this image-worſhip, And that this is the 
Supreme CAlagi/trates charge, and belongs not to any infcriour , turcker 
then to execure what he commands , might be evidenced from the doctrine 
and cexſures of the Church, 'in the caſe of the iconoclaſte , if it were naw 
pertinent, To this I ſhall onely adde (thar which I conceive other mens ex. 
perience of themſelves will incline them :o believe) that the worſhip of me 
ges or any thing but God, is not a thing to which Exg/ih Proteſtants fot 
theſe lace years ( eſpecially the Catechized and knowing) have generally 
had any ſtrong rempratiens, ar lealt not ſuch in any compariſon, as \mme- 
diately after the reformatiion , the minds of men (before uſed to ſuch ig0- 
rant vanities) were ſubje&t ro. And I dobbt not but many men that have 
frequented Churches, and places where prit res have been , can fincerely 
upon examination of their memories, ſay with me, that they are not con{ci- 
ous to themſelves. that they ever found themſelves under any zncl:nation ot 
danger of falling into any a& of image-worſhip, Which conſideration, ifit 
be true, (as I cannot but perſwade my (elF it is) will take off much from the 
neceſſity of continuing thoſe rift cautions (of not permitting any kindot 
image in any ( hurch, and che like) which ſome other times or 1mclination 
of men might make more neceſſary , ard con/equently take off much from 
the edinm Which the way of adorning ſome ( hurches wich imagery hath 

lately laineunder. 
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What was ſaid of having emboſſed images ainong the Jews may be en- 
larged alſs to bodily geſtures, whether religions to God , or civil to our 
ſuperiours, in any place where images are; tor both theſe ſeem to have beeu 
interdited the Jews, at leaſt by them to have been accounted unlawfull (as 
will at large appear by A{armonides in the book forecited) though the heart 
were never ſo farre from wor/hiping the images, But then though the Jews 
were under that ſtrict reſtraint, yer aliexs, proſelytes, of other nations, were 
not bound to that ftrifitneiſe ; but Naaman is permitted by the prophet to 
go with his Heathen Maſter into the houſe of Rimmon , and ( when the 
Maſter worſh1ps there, and leans upon his hand) to bow himſelf in the honſe 
of Rimmon, 2 Kings 5.18, upon this ground, firſt, that he never went in- 
to the /dol-rtemple, but to wait upon his Maſter in the office which he had, 
Secondly, that he profeſſed himſelf to all , (eyen to that heathen Maſter, 
and choſe that were in his Court) to be a worſhiper of none bur of the 
true God, and to that end carried rwo mule. loads of earth out of Paleſtine 
with him,v.i7. in honour of him whoſe »ame was great there,and to build 
an «Altar, according to the p:eſcript , Exod, 26, 24- by which ic was ſuffi. 
ciencly clear to the beholders , (as by an interpretative proteſtation) that, 
when his 1/a/ter worſhiped, he onely bowed, and then his bowing was one- 
ly 6ivil ro his QAlafter the King , not religious to Rimmon or Saturn, or 
his image there; And therefore co his queſtion whether God will be offend- 
ed with him in that marter, the Prophet anſwers him with a [go inpeace.] 
I cannot think ſo irreyerently of the Prophet , as that he ſhould make that 
anſwer ironically to his new convert (any more then I can believe Naa- 
want (cruple belonged onely to the former part of his life (reading it in the 
przter ſenſe) for ſure that had been guilty of the worſhiping rhe [z01, and 
not onely bowing in the houſe of Rimmon) but that he meant in carnel?, 
what alone the words import, that in thus doing. and no more, he need not 
fear that he ſhould be a breaker of that Law, which in this pariicular was 
not giyen to him, or any. bur thoſe of that Nation , or people of the Fews; 
For it is an ordinary obſervation, that Gentiles or aliens were receiyed in 
among the Jews under a double capacity , eicher as Proſelytes of Juſtices, 
to ſubmit to the whole Jadarcall law, to every rite and poſitive precept of 
it; or elſe onely as Freſelytes of the Gates (and ſuch was Naaman) to ſub- 
mit to the ſeven precepts of the Sounes of Adam ard Noah (and no more) 
among which the 1} IMNay Oy of the ſtrange worſhip , or Idolatry was 
one, and (o a neceſſity impo'ed on them of caſting off the /do/. worſhip, bur 
not of nor bowing to the King in the preſence of an [dol , unlefle the caſe 
were of ſuch a geſture that in that nation were performed to none but the 
deity in wor(hip (the reaſon that the Grecians refuſed once to bow to the 

D Perſian 


$ 48. 


(24) 

Per ian King, becauſe that reverence was there performed to none but Go4) 
which was not the manner then in Syria , bur yeneration and even pro- 
{tration paid to the King as well as ro God. Thus much I haye ſaid on oc. 
cafion of che firſt fort of [mages, the emboſſed and protuberant among the 
7ews; and ſhall not need to deſcend to a more particular ſurvey of the ſecond 
ſort, ir being already manifeſt that the reaſon that preyailed to prohibir the 
very havimg the former among the Jews ,. did not even in their opinion ex- 
tend umo the latter, And for worſhiping, though the latter were not amon 
them fo likely to occaſion that finne, yer if any Jew ſhould have been f 
mad to worſhip any ſuch image, the axe it is acknowledged, would haye 
been as great, as that which was committed with the ſb corporeons obs 
jet, and fo will it hold infallibly among all others. 

 $ 43, Thus farre have I gone on the ancient old Teftament notion of an /s/, 
and the /ds/atry forbidden there, It may now be fit to proceed one ſtep 
further, and to enquire whether there may not poſſibly be in the Chriſtian 
Charch, ſuch a finne as {dolatry, that is, whether he that acknowledges the 
Chriſtians God, ard worſhips no heathen Deity, much lefle image of ſuch, 
may not yet poſſidly fall into that ſinne of /dolatry, as that fignifies wor- 
1hiping ſomewhar elſe befide the invi/ible God, be it an image of God, or 
elle a Saint, or Angel, or ſomewhat elſe clothed in ſome reſpeR or relation 
to God, 

"0 And here will be no neceflicie or uſe of drawing a formall charge (in this 
matter ) againſt any particular man or Church, or poſſibility of defi. 
ning (from books eſpecially ) which ( or whether any whole ) Church or 

* P;:o;, 4 Tort of Chriſtians at this day) are guilty of this &nne, becauſe it is to be ex. 
viſque 399 pected that the writings of prudent men will be fo cautious, as not to accuſe 
raxtur quem themſelves in this matter; as even now I gave you an example from Maxi. 
Coo ems mus Tyrins a Platonick, heathen in tie deſcription of it among the Gen- 
in Aug. & tiles, Yet becauſe * ſome number of ſober men which have live in the Ro- 
1d. £iT-2d, ane Communion hath given me occaſion, I ſhall interpoſe my wiſh, that 
con/atr.4* , the care which by their writers is taken for excuſe of the doCtrine of the 
7»g dere- learned, were uſed for the direRing and examining of the prattices of the 
eons; tqnerant allo. 
$ 45. I ſhall therefore ſet down in the; what may , according ts the grounds 
laid in the former part of chis diſcourſe, conclude a ( briſtian guilty of [de- 
latry, and leaveevery mans own conſcience (and among all others the Re- 
manifts ) to examine, and as occaſion ſhall be, to accuſe himſelf, and eyery 
(hriftian to adviſe and exhort ( but withall to abftain as much as is pol- 
fible from unging ) other men, 
$ 46, And fift, I conceive that he that (by doctrine, and aRion) attributes to 
any 
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(26) 
they fall inro a prohibited a&, by negleRing the onely Chriffian courſe of 
making our addreſſes on:ly by Chrift ro God , which I conceive is the 
meaning of «4 ms 446: vac, Col. 2, 18. Let no man deprive Jou of 
that Chriſtian bravium or prize, ] the peculiarity of priviledge of coming 
unto God by Chrift onely. The ſame will be (aid of effering ſacrifice, ine 
eenſe, or the like unto them (a&s of worſhip and ſo peculiar to Ged (mz. 
king vows or ſwearing by them, asking grace, pardon of finnes, or ſalvat;. 
on of them, 

As fer the * Angelici in the primitive Church , who conceived that no. 
thing was to be asked of Ged but what was by the petitioner committed 
firlt coene Angel, then from him to another, and ſ@ by thoſe many degrees 
brought co God, chis may be thought a ficſt riſe of the finne of Angel-wor. 

ip, tomewhat parallel te that , which we gave you from Maimenides of 
the Heathen Idolatty, 

What hath now been ſaid , muſt be taken with ſome cantion, and it is 
this, that to bow ts an Angel appearing to any man, (which civility we pay 
to any ſuperiour) would not come under this cenſure. A conſideration 
which hath made ſome wiſe men think that the Angels refuſing of wor. 
ſhip at Saint Johns hands in the Revelation, chap. 19. 10, was not the re- 
jeRing it as an at of /do/atry (or any kind of fiane if it had been accepted) 
bur as an evidence of the Angels acknowledging himſelf Johns Fellow ſer. 
vat (the reaſon which is there rendred in the Text) and ſo not ſuperiourto 
him in that office, But to this it may be ſaid , that the Angels admonition 
[worſhip God| that foilows , may poſſibly argue that John took the Angel 
for God appearing. and accordingly worſhiped him , and therefore I ſhall 
not define, Bur then ſtill for any other reverence or bowing, but that of di- 
vine adoration, there is no queſtion bur it may be performed to a »s4n, when 
ve meet him, and then much more unto an Angel ; And that any geſture 
of reverence ſhall paſſe for divine adoration, will, I conceive , be onely in 
the power of Ged, and each mans own ſoul ro define, the ſame outward af 
being (withour any danger / performable beth to an and God , and no- 
thing but the intention of the perſon making the difference, Much lefle will 
the worſhiping of God, when an Angel appears to us, (as ſuppoſing God to 
be peculiarly preſent where thoſe his Satellites or Comrtiers appear) come 
under that cbarge, nor conſequently doing it in the Church (peculiarly at 


* Y.4. vew the firſt * entrance into that holy place) where the Angels are ſuppoſed to 
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be preſent (the Angels ſinging with us, faith Chryſoſtome , and Angel 
Oratients , faith 7ertullian, and the preſence of whom in the Chxrch is 
uſed by Saint Payl, as an argument for the decent behavieur of women in 
that place) as Jacob at the appearing of the Angels both pur off his Shoe! 
from 


(27) 
om his feet, and reſolved that God was in that place , and that it was wo 
other but the houſe of God, or gate of Heaven, 
Nor will it be the (finne of Idolatry to beſeech that Angel, (in caſe he ap. 
pearto ime) to joyne With me, or help me , or tu commend my wants to 


God in his prayers, any more then it will be, to requeſt the like favour of 


any fe/low-Chriſtian upon earth, The /dolatry is either in the heart, the 
giving him a free #nlimited power, orin theaCtions praying to him, as ſup- 
pofing he had ſuch power, and nor the bare obſerving, (and reverencing 
xccordingly) his created power or dignity, held from God by way of digna. 
tion, or defiring him, ( when he comes within my reach ) to diſcharge any 
office of charity to me, 

The ſame may be faid again of the Saints in beaven, that the beſeeching 
them to below metrcies upon me, the purring up thoſe peticions tothe b/eſ- 
ſed Virgin, &c, which are terminated in her felt (as many Forms, if nor 
her whole Office may appear to be ) are, over and above the errour of 
thinking her able to relieve them , aCts parrallel to that old /do/atry allo; 
And thethinking them to come to the knowledge of our prayers in ſpeculo 
zoain, is a preſumprion in a matter of which Scripture hath told us no- 
thing, and ſo may fall under the fore-mentioned accuſation, 

Yer (o again, that if it were ſureto any, chat any Saint doth bear his 
demands, it were certainly no fault ro beg ge that favour of him, which were 
in his free power to beſtow, and which we ordinarily demand of one ano- 
ther, that is, the joyning with, or for us, «/iff#ng and reinforcing our pray- 
mrto God, And {uppoting that they do not hear or nnderftand what he 
ſaith, yer what guilt ſhall lie on him that thinks they do, and ſpeaks accor- 
dingly co them, I omit now to define , becauſe it is not to my preſent pur- 
poſe, which was onely to enquire what is /dolatry, not Folly, what Wor- 
Lu ing or praying for help, to thac which is not God, not ſpeaking tothem 
topray for us which cannot hear. 

Next for image? either of God, Chriſt, or Angels, or Saints, many par- 
ticulars may be reſolved and ayowed from the principles of diſcourſe alrea- 
dy laid, r. That to conceive then able to hear and help by virtue of him, 
whoſe image they are, is a ſpice of that heathen dottrine of | [mages being 
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the bodies of the gods ( of their being animated by thoſe whole image; 904 drſcri- 


they were ) which had among them its foundation in ſorcery, and then was 
the ground of 1dol- worſhip; and it were happy if ſome * Ignorant ( hri- 
ftians in ſome places, were not cither willingly betrayed to, or uncharitably 
kept in this barbarous rudeneſſe, So again will it be, 2. topray to, orto 
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betow any a of divize worſhip on any ſuch [mage in any reſpect ; For 22 Fires 


that ſuppoſes, and is builx on the former conceit, and fo a worſhiping of that A's < 
which 


D 3 


$ 54: 


Of Scan- 
dall. 


C 56. 


(23) 
which is not God; and what is that bur /do/atry? I ſay, in any reſpett, 
and I mean with any diſtinction of mediante imagine, or relative, &c 
For firſt itis an unreaſonable thing for them, to whom the law is given, to 
make a d:itinTion by which ic may in ſome ſence be lawfull not to keep it, 
luch diſtinftions muſt be made by the /aw-giver, or elſe they are nut (afe, 
2. Although it be to God allo, mediante imagine, that is, firſt faſtning m 
a&t of worſhip upon the /mage, as the next or immediate object, and then 
mediately on God, this is clearly to wor{hip the Image, though not the /. 
mage alone, and that muſt be /mage-worſhip, or 2. though it be ozely rela. 
tive to the [mage in relation to God, whole [mage it is, this iS again wor. 
ſhiping that Image, though not that ſmage onely , and thar will no reſcue 
the worſhiping ot an [mage from the cenſure of [mage-worſhip, any more 
then the affirming Faith to juſtific inſtrumentaliter relative, is not the af- 
firming ir to juſtifie. 

As for the difference betwixt image-worſhip and idolatry, or idel-war- 
ſhip, if any ſuch be pretended from the difference berween imago and ide: 
lam, ic will not be worth our pains to examine it, becauſe the worſhiping of 
any thing which is not God, be it image or idel, Chriftian or heathen ſimi- 
litude, or any thing elſe, will fall under the guilt which now we ſpeak of, 

But then 3. on the other fide to worſhip God ( and none but God) in x 
Church where images are ( without fo much as fixing the eye on chemin 
the a& of adoration) to uſe an image onely for ornament ( in a kingdome 
were Image-work, hangings, and pittwres, do paſſe for the nobleſt way df 
adorning thoſe places which we moſt prize) to pray or to bow down to God 
( andto him onely ) in a Church where ſuch repreſentations are fer up (for 
beanty, or as an indifferent thing) wichour any the moſt inferiour degreeot 
worſhip to them, (nay with a proteſtation of renouncing and deteſting it) 
cannot be affirmed /do/atry, without either afhrming God to be an /dol, of 
elſe [not wor/hiping |] to be | worſhiping | nor indeed be liable to any guilb 
anleſle ic be in order to ſcandall,which how farre it is to prevail, as we hare 
already given an intimation, { the grounds of defining have ſufficient 
been laid down in another diſcourſe. 

And o for the reverent uſage of an [mage , if it fignifle uo more the! 
the uſing it civily for his ſake, or in remembrance of hun whoſe ſuperſet- 
ption it bears, eſpecially if that be but a privative reverexce, (a not uling 
it vilely and contumeliouſly ) or whatever may not come under the ſtile 
a poſitive a&t of adoration, this is no part of religions worſhip, any mot 
then the laying of a Bible on the T able, and not on the ground, &c, Bu 
if it be the aRuall beftowing of worſhip on that inanimare thing, as on tht 


next ( though not laſt) objeR, I mean beſtowing that adoration on tie] * 
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(29) 
Image (though in a lower degree) in one at, which in another is given to 
Grd, wor(hiping the Image for Geas ſake (the relative worſhip ) or God 
nediante imagine, ſothatthe [mage be either the objeFF, or part of the 06. 
jt of any one a& of worſhip , ic will fall under the cenſure of Image- 
morjrip, 

mt doth the Capitulay of ( harles the Great charge it on the Biſhop of 
(yrus in the ſecond Conncell of Nice, that he allows the image the ſame 
wrſhip which belongs unto the Trinity ; ( and ſome learned Papifts, A 
vinas, Bellarmize, &c, haye done little lefſe ) But he thar will lurvey the 
Greek a&ts of that Conncell, will find the Capitnlar miſtaken, For when the 
Greek reades , TW x7 AaTpei ty megrumoaiy worn TY Tied) avamiumo, ] perform 
that adoration of worſhip to none but the Trinity, (and faith of the images, 
onely Ji;4uercs oy daruGourres mrunmds Hixorzy , Bec, [ receive and embrace 
them reverently) the Cap itular reades it in a quite contrary (en(e, for ha- 
ring faid, Servitinm adorationis quod Trinitati debetur, ei ſe redditurun 
porierit f which though it hath no great hurt in ir, beeauſe the word | E' ] 
that follows, may apply it to T rinitats, and cannot referre to imagines, yer 
by[ gorrierit] it apears the Capitular did not take it ſo) it is added, Ser- 
vitium ſoli debitum ( reatori, exhibere ſe fatetur Creaturis, &c, Which 
82 plain calumny to that Biſhop, and even contrary to the former part of 
the relation, (the Latine words cited from the Councell) if the [ E:] be 


nken notice of, 
As for the very making of an [mage of God the Father. who never was 


dethed in fleſh, or vi/ible form. if it be on defigne fo to repreſent him, or if 
(being made) it be received as a reſemblance, or, Image of him , this is a 
moſt irrationall folly or miſtake, for which there is no excuſe ; and though 
it be not ido/atyy, unleſſe being thus made it be worſhipt allo ,. yer is it a di- 
& contradiRtion to one great end of Gods prohibiting /mages, viz. that 
ill men be admoniſhed that he is #2vi/ib/e ; and ir is worth obſerving, that 
the ancienter of the Heathens themielves have reſolved God co be lo farre 
from any vi/b/e ſhape, that they would not allow the making any image 
or pitwye of him, Thus Empedocles, 7s jag avdogum venznn, 8c, No mans 
bead, or feet, or knees, or other limmes to be conceived in God. Az obs 
kl x; 447247, &c, but a ſacred m-effable mind, (o farth Plutarch in 
Numa; that Pythagoras avegmy x) akiegTey 0 vor \atrdufberty avas T9 mpa- 
w, conceived God (under the title of the fir) to be inviſible, &c, and 
that on thoſe grounds Numa forbad the Romanes, «3pm 1g Croowegeey 
tire, 217 vouilery,to conceive God to have the ſhape of any creature,or to have 
apy eds 3% 213,97 formed image of God. Which faith he,continued for one 


bandred and ſeventy years after the building of Rome, no daaus $.449p007, 
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image of any form to be ſeen in their Temples. So faith Gerſon, I remem. 
ber, of the Temple of Peace in Rome , which it ſeems was of that firſt 
ereftion, ſine ſimulachro, ſine imaginibus, it had no reſemblance or image 
in ir, So Antiphanes of God ; that he is not knows by an image, nor likened 
to any thing Sim turoy 3g enuaay ts aixort S/r3Ta4, and therefore PI 
man can learn him by the help of an image. And Philopongs in his Preface 
to Ariſtotle de eAnima, conceives it very neceſſary ro a pious man that 
would conceive, or pray to God as he ought, ro ſtudy the Mathematichs, 
by the help of which he may be able to ab/frat and ſeparate 47 17s from 
matter, and fo havea right notion of the dezitie, So agreeable to the gene- 
rall notion of wiſe Heathens ( till a cuſtome of fin had belotced them) was 
that of God himſetf to Moſes, Thou haſt not ſeen ary ſimilitude at an 
time, Deut, 4.8. On which the making any image of him is prohibited, 
All which norwithſanding, if in the repreſentation of a ſacred ſtory, there 
be ſer down any form, particularly an eye,a ray, a glory &Cc. not to expreſſe 
the perſon of God tne Father, but ro farnd for him, not to gnifie any (up 
poſed likeneſſe of him (which is impoſſible) but onely ro preſent him tothe 
mind of the beholder, a doing ſore aQtion of his ({ which is in cffeR ro do 
the very ſame thing in a Table, which the word Jehovah or God woulddo 
ina Book) Iconceive not what charge covld be laid on ir. at leaſt what de- 
orce or ſpice of 1do/atry, unlefie I muſt be thought ro worſhip che name of 
God, becauſe I write or reade ir, 

As for the reſemblance of the man Chriſt Jeſus, the bare expreſſing and 
not worſkiping that form, that was ſo long vi#b/e on this earth, as this pre- 
tends no more to the painting of divinity, then the lines of a body can be 
thought to undertake to expreſle the ſoul, (and fo cannot be accuſed of thu 
impoſture ) ſo will it not be lyable to any other charge with any that hath 
not reſolved all prftwres even of his own parents unlawtull. ( unleſle it be 
perhaps in order to the danger of being worſhipt by others, which conke- 
quently ought very prudently ro be weighed and cenfidered , before any 
ſuch be ſer up in any place, as before was touched.) 

And the iame may be laid of the pittures of holy men , the diſcoutk 
wholly abſtraRting from worſhip, or defigne, or thought of worſhzp, as here 
ic doth in our preſent conſideration ; To which purpoſe it is obſervable 
that Ca/vin himſelf is by DoRtor Rernol/ds produced, and avouched (againl 
Bellarmines contrary ſlander )to affirm the [mages of Chriſt and the Saints 
n0n eſſe prohibitas ſimpliciter not to be ſimply prohibited ; and ſoin lil 
manner, Lyther, the Zuinglians, Melanthon, and the EMadgeburgian, 
all dereſting the worſhip of /mages, but not the [mages themſelves. And 

ſo 1lhricus and Peter Martyr allo, who thinks the worſhip of in_—_ 


(31) 
he a prime part of Popiſh eAntichriſftianiſme, doth yet reſolve, Chriſts & 
Sanftorum imagines haberi refte poſſe, modo ne colantur at que adorentur, 
that the images of Chrift andthe Saints may lawfully be had, ſo they be uot 
worſhiped, 

Once more to worſhip the breadin the Sacrament, mult (whereſoever it 
is to be met With) certainly be /do/atry too, in the licerall notation of the 
word, that is, the worſhiping that which is not God, And for thoſe that 
do this on any the ſub:leſt ground, that by any errour or miſtake ( be it 
never ſo pioxſly taken up ) do aftually worſhip this bread, that firſt 
conceive it to be turned into the very body of (Chriſt, and the elements 
ther conſecration to be no longer bread and wine , but very Chriſt in- 
carnate , and thereupon do worſhip it, Theſel fay , incaſe they be mz- 
fahen, and thoſe elements be not fo turned and tranſubFRantiated into 
Chriſt , though they are not guilcy of the finne of 1delarry in all the ag- 
erayations that belonged to it among the heathen ; being not guilty of 
their 772v345745 , the acknowledgement of the many gods, of which their 
image worſhip was an appendage, yer can I not tree them from the charge of 
worjhiping an idol, that is, ſomewhat which is not God, viz, a piece of com- 
ſecrated bread, &c, 

He that conceives this too ſudden or ſevere a cenſure, may know 
that the Papiſt- Dotonrs are very ready to make confeſſion of ic them- 
ſelves, If the elements be not ſo changed, faith Coſterus of Tranſub- 
ftantiation, we Papiſts are the meaneſt vileſt kind of Idolaters in the 
world, worſe ( as I remember he addes) then the Laplanders that wore 


be | Piped a red (oth, And there is tio denying it npon that ſuppoſition , be- 


cauſe it is part of the ſuppoſition, that whart is ſo worſhipt for God, is not 
God, and that is 9X an /do/ in the Scriptwre-ſexſe » which is all that I 
haye now ſaid, 

And if it be replyed that they worſhip nothing but what they conceive 
to be Chr: , and conſequently that the /gnorance and contrary per- 
lwafions which may be pretended for ſuch ats in ſome men , particularly 
the Romaniſts , way plead much for themin Gods Court, ( as we reade 
that the times of [gnorance God winked at in ſome Heathens, though 
that was an idolatrows ignorance, o farre at leaſt as nottodeprive them 
and their poſterity of all means of recalling them ) I ſhall then anſwer, 
that ſo I ſhall hope ( and pray ) that it may do in this matter alſo, move 
Gods mercy fo farre at leaſt, as (if not ropardonthe finnes withour re- 
fextance , yet ) togive grace to work a ſight and a change in ſuch fe- 

tonorants, 

And then putting thecaſe anew, w—_ If the bread in the E _— 

e 
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(32) 
be not trauſubſtantiate ( as, according to ſome other principles of the 
Paziſts , 1 conceive it near demonſtrable that ic is not , that I mentian 


not the direct contradittions which are affirmed or implyed in that do. - 
Arine ) and yer (oFerns and his friends think it is , ſuppoſing them to I 1 
come honeſtly and blameleſſely to thele errours , It, I ſay, Ic be deman. -- 
ded, whether in this c:ſe | that their ig#or4nce or errour be grounded _ 
on miſunderſtanding of Scripture) This ſo ſimple and not groſſe jgne- s 
rance may lerve tor a ſufficient ant:dote ro allay the poyſon of ſuch 4 "% 
finne ( of material though perhaps in them not forma!l [dolatry , be be 
cauſe if they wece nor verily perſwaded , that it were God they pro- oj 
fetſe, they would neyer think of werſhiping it ) I ſhall then anſwer, that - 
of this matter I had onely tempration ro make, and fer the queftion Git 
( as before I had of prayer to Saints, ſuppoſing the petitioner to be. } x; 


lieve that they could hear him ) bur have now no neceſſity ro define and Ye 
farisfie ir , being onely ro conſider what idolatry is, not how excuſable ig. ds 
norance or miltake can make it. Yet ſomething it will not be amille to adde 
to direct our Charity, {n 

Thar this /gnorazce, or falſe opinion will not make the wor/hiping of fe 
bread ( remaining bread ) to be the worſhiping of none but God, Icons 
ceive it is plain, Orif it would , ir wold make the Heathens worſhip-Y 6, 
ing of an image , to be the werſhiping of none but that God whole image 
it was, for they ſure believed as much that that image was by conſecration 
become the beay of God, and animated by it, as any Paps/t bclieves fa 
tranſubſtantiation, But whether this their errour was as capable of «A- oo 
pology or pardon , being infuſed into them by their falle reachers ( which ha 
yet they thought to be true ones, ) and pretended to Revelation foritY , 
( faith Haimonides ) as this which is taken up upon the words & > 
Scripture , ( though in a miſtaken and ( as I conceive ) impoſſible by 
cau'e contrad:ttory , ſence I ſhall now define no further, then by ſaying (s 
theſe two things, 

Firſt, that the Heathen ids/atry was the worſhiping of the many fall Þ > 
Gods firſt , and then of the images of them, ( the former of which thelt " 
men are not ſaid, or thought to be guilty of ) ſecondly , that the morethe 


con'cience believes this errour to be a truth of Gods, and the more Y 
innocently ic comes to that beliefe , the eafer in all probability will ey jp, 
ſentence be another day ; That ignorance or miftake which ſincerely and mi 


hene#tly ( without mixture of carnall principle, or deſigne, prejndree, oth 
or paſſion . &c. ) founds it ſelf in che word of God miltaken» ( and " 
would be laid aſide, if ſufficient inſtruftion were offered ) being very juſt- 
ly the object of our piry and our prayers , and neither of our cenſwes 
nor 
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(33) 
nor ſcorn; And if it were merely a ſpecn/ative errour, and had not 
the happineſſe of ſome impiovs praftice attending it, I ſhould make the 
eſſe doubt of its obraining pardon at Gods hands; And howſoever 1 
fill hope , it may till (at thatgracious tribunall ) be farre from being ir- 
remi/[ible ro him , who hath retormed his other k»own ſinnes, and for all 
hows and #nkzows is truly humbled, 

This manner of Rating of this difficulcy, miy in reaſon perſwade them 
that are concerned in it, to be willing to ſee and reform their erronr, if it 
k poſſible , or if prepoſſe///on have made ic otherwiſe to them , yer in all 
juſtice not to expeRt of us, ( who profeſſe to believe that the elements 
are not tranſubſtantiate, and that the humane nature of Chrift is re- 
gived and contained in , and confined to Heaven , till the day of re- 
fitation of all things ; and this wirhall upon the ſame grounds, ( Imean 
of /iterall affirmation of Scripture ) on Which they profeſſe to believe 
that this is ChrifFs body , and this neither contradicted by any other 
Scripture, nor implying any thing like a contradittion in reafon , mor 2 
ſevageneſſe or 2 ſinne, as Saint eAnguitine faith eating of Chriſts 
fleſh doth, and that therefore ic muſt not be /;rerally interprered ) to 
werſhip chat which we think a creature, or ſomewhat which is not 
Ged, or anathematize us and ſeparate from our communion for not 
doing ſo, 

As for our Church , which onely alores Chriſt in the Sacrament 
(as that ſignifies the eAion, in which certainly Chriſt is ) and not 
the Elements themſelves, nor (hriffs body locally preſent under the 
ſhape of thoſe Elements , ( as certainly it cannot be, without either be- 
mg no longer in Heaven or being in more places then one at once) 
which hath ſer the doQtrine of that Sacrament in a moſt exquiſite rem- 
perts fatisfie all rationall C hriFFian prerenders , in that moſt excellent 
(atechiſme in the Liturgie, and in her praRtice allows the Elements , 
to more then a reverexe «ſage proportionable to ſuch inſtruments of 


Gods worſhip , (which is both juſtified by * Ameſius , who alſignes * Caſe of : 


Conlc. c-31- 


oO 
them a ſingular reverence im time of the uſe of them, and a priva- 


tive kind of reverence after it \ there can be no ſheww of charge againſt 
t for ſo doing , nor conſequently for kneeling at the time of receiving 
the Sacrament which is onely a kneeling ro God in prayer ( which 
might benow further enlarged on , bur that it hath had irs place in an- 


other -* diſcourſe) unleſſe it be a fault ro worſhip Chriſt, or to chooſe , 
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View 


of 


that time or place to do it in the /owlyeſt manner , when, and where the New 

heis eminently repreſented by the Prieſt, and offered by God to us. 

As for the Eaſt, or altar, or ſyllables of the name of Jeſws, hethat muſt 7g gg. , 
E 2 think 
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(34) 
think them worſhiped , by thoſe who profeſle and proteft to worſhip Gol, 
and none but God, (that way or on that occaſion) mult either be of a yery 
ſhort arſcourſe, (like them in Atheners , that hearing men crie Ziv ogay 
God help , when the neighbour ſneezed, thought the very thing which we 
call ſneezing, or elſe the brain from which it came, to be a God fo wor- 
fhiped by men ) or elle of a very pettiſh ſpleen , that can condemne the 
moſt blameleſſe authorized pratices , not onely of this preſent particy« 
lar , bur of the ancient univerſall Church (for the worſhiping God toward 
the Eaſt was moſt eminently ſuch ) upon any the molt irrationall jealow 
fie, or diſlike, 

And {o lafily for the ſigne of the Croſſe , uſed by our Church in b« 
ptiſme , which hath been by ſome cryed down under the title of Idola. 
try , two things it will net be amiſle briefly to have obſerved , 1, That 
the*fame ground of zeal or paſſion that hath incited ſome men lately to 
charge it of a breach of the ſecond Commandment , hath long ſince mo- 


* P27 on Ved * one of the ſame ſpirit to accuſe it as a finne againſt the other nine, 


the Crolle. 


S 9:. 


and to intitle his ſeverall Chapters of the Swearing , Sabbath- breaking, 
wurder, adultery , ſtealing , falſe witneſſe , &c. and ar laſt of the con- 
cupiſcence of the (roſe, as well as the rdolatry of it, the reaſons being 
much alike for the whole charge. 2. That the /gxing with the (1gne of 
the (roſe in that Sacrament , is ſomewhat diſtant from that which the 
Papiſts uſe , and an act of departure from them , in King Edwards ſe- 
cond Lityrgie, more then had been in the firif Reformation, The for- 
mer cuſtome was to croſle the child at the Chrrch-doore , when it was 
brought to Baptiſme , but this of ours as a matk of initiation or reception 
into Chriſts flock, immediately following Baptiſme, and a kind of teſſers, 
or military /igne that the perſon thus con/trgned into Chriſts militia , (hall 
for ever after think himſelf obliged manfully ro fight , &c. A change made 
merely out of compliance with chem who were jealous of too great an in- 
clination to Popery, and yet now charged with the gxilr of that which it 
was on purpoſe deſigned to declize, 

I ſhould not I conceive be thought in earneſt, if I ſhould go aboutto 
vindicate the uſe of the Lirmrgy, and of all ſet forms of prayer from 
this charge of /do/atry ; Tr is true it hath been printed , that words in 4 
book are images, and conſequently that to pray before a book, or uſe « 
book in prayer, #s 1dolatry , or Image. worſhip, But till this argument be 
extended to all words fhoken , as well as written , and fo all vocal 
( though it be extemporary ) prayer, condemned for 1de/atry alſo , I ſhall 
not conceive that diſþ#ter to have believed himſelf, nor conſequently give 
him or my reader the trouble of an a»ſmer, In ſtead of extending this 
enquiry 


(35) 
enquiry to the ſurvey and vindication of thoſe many other particulars , to 
which the fancies or furies of this laſt yeare have affixed this charge ; all 
that I have now to adde is one!y this , that I ſhall beſeech God to give 
fuch mſtakers underſtanding firlt , and then Charity, to make uſe of itto 
edefication , and not to deſtrution , to the reforming their own finnes 
and not condemning or reproching other mens /audable , at the leaſt in- 


went ations. 


Judge not , that ye be not judged of the Lord. 


— m_ —  ——— nn — — —— _ 
- _ _ — — _ 
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Ome few teſtimonies, which may tend to the clearing of the precedence 

obſervations , but could nor conveniently be pur in either , in the Text 
orthe margin of the Book, I haye here thought fie to affix by way of 
Poltſcripr. 


Add. p.11.ad lin, 32, in marg. Thus among the Romaves in their /ufFra- 
tions, " Azrwd!' agrw mAnadoer S154 Ty mids” At%Novts Ww THAN, Sybil. oracl,3. 
p. 231. and ſpeaking of the Chriſtians giving over [ds/atry , «ll try evpun 
©) ycu722, &c, ]it is added immediately, K' «ds aess *Apriites mildus winnuye 
7 4r4y vs, Oars Te guuviras T' &c, naming all the ſeyerall nations of the hea- 
then world that were guilty of it , p, 264. and exhorting againſt do/atry, 
ters ramping ddVnes © 0 Mutoaiey mer2unute, x) xpimey 260 win, P. 279, 
and that true pictie , as it is oppoſed to idol-worſhip , fo to 'Aorging vol. 
ns m0 alggo;s , & apowC vBeu dm lieu 4pire y 1, q» P. 287, & P- 296. 
and of the Romanes again, M21, 6424 TLe9. Tl, x muldwy uitis an0u0 » P« 3IF, 
and {o again, p, 332- 

Add. p. 13, ad lin, 24. in marg, Tn this fenſe I conceive P/ato uſed the 
word 2417. I, 9, where ſpeaking of ſenſuall men , and comparing them to 
beaſts, 22er70,8004 x) 2 8vorres, frll fed and laſcivious, he addes, vg 745 Th- 
my 42vefing weimorres x axnorres, ©, Or if you will needs have the noti- 
on of coverouſneſſe continued , yer I conceive the company that the word 
s ſo oft found in the New Teſtament , will have ſuch an influence on ir, 
that it ſhall belong to that a/y,-»44pNa, getting wealth by theſe unclean pro- 
fitutions, which ſure is expreſſed by the Anthoxr of the S ybylin oracles, 
l. 3.p. 231. Where immediately after the mention of thoſe imparities is ſub» 
joyned, 'Ar%pofim 21227,pnyogwy , rarokigdtt ALTA, 

Add. p. 14. ad 1. 4, in marg. to the word vmp2/var. So in the Sy- 
bl, or: is this finne expreſſed by umpngavins ddizere, L, 3. p, 231, andthe 
wen guilty of it called umgzianc; 4 4r2yru y Page 232 ( the word vmgzie= 
3 Avty 


(36) 
at, noting all immoderate defires or attempts , 1 v7pue7por , faith Phy. 
vorinus Yand as it is immediately ſpecified, r>+4iz2u, x mr varl Sg jn 
Phocylides , W jag mls, & vmyfarinl' anezarm, doth ſeem to im. 
port alſo. 

Add, ad p. 15,1. 10. in marg. So in the 5:byl Oracles, |, 2, p, 172, 
with *Aitiny oem vres,d verleiny m3orre6, thoſe that had put off all ſhame,) 
are joyned comme, raviſhers, and pag. 216, with ainrpirromm vifuncy. 
Tea » Ts vans oy Seprotmy #14 wuarnm gy upO ( which ure belongs to the 
fury of inordinate luſfts) there is joyned AgriZorris » dlvailen wy tyre 
Tes » rapes and ſhameleſſe luſts , and ci:f1n wvnicus , ſecret lover; andy 
vs Smfiireru 3 un, the jndgements of Brimſtone ( the portion of Se 
dom: for ſuch finnes ) follews in the end of that Book, All which paſſ. 
ges , though they cannot be thought to have that antiquity or authour, 
to which they pretend, are yer by our Countrey man foannes Opſoper, 
or Cook, with great reaſons ſuppoſed to be as anciext as the Emperor 
(ommods , and fo will be worthy our heed , for a matter of no greater 
weight then is now laid on them, 


